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The name April means “to open”. This is the first full month of spring and my first full
month as President and CEO of Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC). I’m proud
to be opening a new chapter for RIOC, the community we serve, as well as my career.
My commitment to fostering an environment of trust and a culture of goal-oriented
professionals remains unwavering. With the full support of the Board of Directors,
our plan is to continue to build upon the foundation we have laid for the past nine
months. In that time, considerable action has been taken to drive the achievement of
RIOC’s mission and strategically address the agency’s long-term goals and objectives.
The implementation of strengthened community engagement, including a newly
launched subcommittee on bike safety, offers a direct and productive line of
communication with the community we serve. Great care has been taken to thoughtfully
beautify and improve areas of the island through Capital Planning and Projects, like the
newly renovated Roosevelt Island Youth Center, and the completion of the FDR Hope
Memorial. Our Southpoint Park riprap revetment project will enhance the landscape
of the southern end of the island, while projects like the modernization of Sportspark,
Motorgate Garage, Tram elevator, and McManus Comfort Station will serve as valuable
resources for all to enjoy. Additionally, we worked diligently to bring a pop-up COVID-19
testing site to the community for a safer reopening.
I’m beyond thankful for the passionate, dedicated, and hard-working professionals here
at RIOC who are a team anyone would be proud to have behind them. Finally, but not
inconsequentially, I’d like to thank my family for their love, support, and encouragement.
My hope for the future of RIOC, the idyllic island, and passionate community that we
serve, is that we continue to build an open dialogue, remain receptive to innovative
change, and develop a community that is diverse, inclusive, and welcomes all with
open hearts.
Sincerely,

Shelton J. Haynes, President & CEO
Images top to bottom right: Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney, Council Member Ben Kallos,
RIOC President and CEO Shelton J. Haynes, Director Erica Spencer- EL, and Assistant Director
Ana Medina, cut the ribbon for the Grand Reopening of the RI Youth Center; PSD Deputy Director
Anthony Amoroso, Diane Pryor-Holland, RIOC President and CEO Shelton J. Haynes, Tad Sudol,
and PSD Director Kevin Brown, at the “In Their Honor” Quilt Ceremony presented by RIVAA
Gallery; Assembly woman Rebecca A. Seawright, RIOC President and CEO Shelton J. Haynes,
and Manhattan Borough President Gale A. Brewer attend the Grand Reopening of the
Roosevelt Island Library; RIOC Executive Team

The Communications and Community
Affairs team meet Al Roker and Bill Nye

Every year, April 22nd marks the anniversary of one of the largest environmental
movements, Earth Day. Before the birth of Earth Day, Americans were
contributing towards unhealthy environmental practices. Big industries did
not have to adhere to any guidelines or regulations that protected the earth
and air pollution was the standard of air quality. With little to no awareness of
environmental protection laws and the benefits of a healthy planet, most citizens
were unaware of the environmental concerns at hand.
In 1969, the massive oil
spill in Santa Barbara,
California served as a pivotal
moment in the fight towards
environmental protections.
Concerned by this event and
inspired, Senator Gaylord
Nelson, alongside activist
Denis Hayes, organized
campus teach-ins on April
22nd to educate young
students on the effects that
pollution has on human
health. The cause quickly
became a movement, with
the now progressing initiative
being named Earth Day,
sparking national attention.
By the end of 1970, the
first Earth Day led to the
creation of the United States
Environmental Protection
Agency and other first of
Bill Nye and Al Roker help save the earth by planting a
their kind environmental
tree in Southpoint Park.
laws, including the National
Environmental Education Act,
the Occupational Safety and Health Act, and the Clean Air Act. Two years later
Congress passed the Clean Water Act.
Today the mission and efforts of Earth Day are being upheld by EarthDay.org,
coordinating a range of events globally, including one billion people in
more than 193 countries. Its mission is to diversify, educate, and activate the
environmental movement worldwide. This year, Earth Day 2021, consisted of
a virtual three-day climate call to action. EarthDay.org is the world’s largest
recruiter to the environmental movement, working to encourage and push forth
impactful solutions for a better planet. For more info on how to take action and
contribute to the wellbeing of the world, please visit: EarthDay.org
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COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHT
iDig2Learn

iDig2Learn, a program that allows children and their families to
explore science and the origin of food through plant life, grows
more than trees, vegetables, and flowers – they also grow
awareness, ideas, and advocacy.
Created in 2012, iDig2Learn was designed to offer nature
programming to island youth. Its mission was to quell the rising
disconnect between young people and the natural world. But, in the nearly 10
years it has been operating, iDig2Learn has expanded to include educational
events for individuals of all ages, with programming stretching into Queens,
Brooklyn, and the Bronx. And the not-so-secret secret is that plants are a
gateway to draw in people of any age to discover the connection to all living
things in the water, sky, and on land.
The organization’s love for Roosevelt Island is apparent in their plethora
of passionate initiatives, thoughtful partnerships, and inclusive community
activities. Roosevelt Island’s #EarthLove, which grew from iDig2Learn’s
seemingly simple daffodil planting efforts, along with waste reduction and
butterfly habitat restoration, are just a few of the favorite ongoing initiatives.
Stargazing, in partnership
with Hudson Related then
Cornell Tech, drew nearly
300 residents who lined
up to view Mars and the
Moon, and watch as the
International Space Station
passed over New York
City. In 2018, iDig2Learn
partnered with Google
to rejuvenate the Coler
RIYC participants interact with iDig2Learn’s Christina Defilco Rehabilitation and Nursing
Care Center courtyard
gardens. In conjunction with several other island organizations, Citizen’s
Committee for NYC and 130 Google employees dug in over 600 plants and
painted benches for Coler residents and staff to enjoy.
Aside from engaging initiatives and impactful partnerships, iDig2Learn develops
community activities and resources. They co-created a green map with RIOC
for island residents to tap free, eco-friendly resources. An exciting new activity,
called plogging, began on March 4th in partnership with Coach Scot and young
Roosevelt Island baseball players. Plogging is the act of picking up litter while
jogging. The term ‘plogging’ comes from the Swedish verb, plogga, which
merges plocka (pick up) and jogga ( jog). iDig2Learn also promoted plogging
during the recent #EarthLove Day. You would be hard-pressed to find an
organization that iDig2Learn hasn’t partnered with.

Rendering of the newly renovated Sportspark Facility

IN CASE YOU’RE
WONDERING

PROJECT
UPDATES

Sportspark Project
Mobilization will begin in late April for
the highly anticipated renovations on the
Sportspark facility. The renovations will
include the installation of energy-efficient
systems, the addition of a fitness center, a
multi-purpose meeting and event space,
as well as upgrades to the gymnasium,
locker rooms, and building façade. Please
note that the work will be completed
in phases, with regular updates to the
community on the progress of the project.
The project is expected to be completed
in Summer 2022.

When not planting, those enjoying iDig2Learn programming will discover
workshops like Fun with Fungi, an Audubon New York bird experience, or
viewing plankton from the East River with the New York Microscopical Society.
iDig2Learn strives to make each event different, creating a chance for islanders
who have never met to have fun and learn together.
Coming up, iDig2Learn will be partnering with neighbors Socrates Sculpture
Park for a Field Guide series called “Seeing” in spring, summer, and fall which
weaves art drawing and plant identification. Later this year, iDig2Learn is looking
forward to securing partners for their Bellies, Bins, and Beauty initiative that will
support local groups currently working to make sure all neighbors have access
to food (Bellies) and, from there, capture more island-wide food scraps collected
and composted (Bins) for use in island landscaping and gardens to beautify our
surroundings and nourish us through healthy food (Beauty).
To stay connected, visit iDig2Learn.org. iDig2Learn is a project of Open Space
Institute, Inc.

RIYC participants gather
with Christina Defilco
(iDig2Learn) in the new
learning kitchen
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Board member Conway Ekpo,
alongside his family

BOARD MEMBER

SPOTLIGHT
Conway Ekpo

How long have you been a member
of the Board of Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation?
Along with fellow Board members
David Kapell and Jeffrey Escobar, I’m
one of the three newest members to
join the Board. The three of us joined
concurrently in May 2019.
How long have you been a resident of Roosevelt Island?
My wife, Martha, and I have been residents of Roosevelt Island for 11 years. We have
two young children, ages 6 and 2. Our 6-year-old attends PS/IS 217 on the Island.

Outside of the Board, what other ways do you engage with the community?
Within the Roosevelt Island community, my wife and I have both been involved
with the Parent Teacher Association of PS/IS 217. Regarding the broader NYC
community, I am involved in a number of organizations. I serve on the Board of
Advisors and as a frequent guest speaker for the Legal Outreach program which
prepares disadvantaged youth for college. I have also volunteered through local
churches and community centers throughout the five boroughs to conduct “know
your rights” seminars helping minority youth successfully and safely navigate
police encounters. I’m part of the DREAMChasers Foundation which helps minority
teenagers who lack the financial and academic resources enter specialized
NYC high schools. In addition, I founded a national non-profit, the Black BigLaw
Pipeline, Inc., which provides substantive and soft skills training and support to
Black law students and junior associates in large law firms throughout the country.
If you could change one thing about Roosevelt Island, what would it be?
I love Roosevelt Islands as it is, so there isn’t anything I would personally want to
change about it. Instead, I want to work with my fellow residents as to any changes
that they would like to make to the Island.
What’s your favorite thing to do on the island?
I don’t know if we can narrow it down to one favorite thing that we like to do on
Roosevelt Island since there is so much to do here. From viewing the cherry
blossoms in spring, to walking in Lighthouse Park or FDR Park, to enjoying a slice
outside of our local pizza shop and watching the boats cruise by on the East River,
there’s no shortage of favorite things to do here.
How have you seen the island change since you first moved here?
Probably the most notable change to the Island has come in the form of real estate
development. Since we first moved here in 2010, several new buildings have
popped up nearby our home. Chief among them being the replacement of the
old buildings in the south of the island with the Cornell University graduate school
campus, a revitalization of the Main Street corridor which includes a new public
library, and an increase in access to the Island with the addition of a NYC ferry stop.

ROOSEVELT
ISLAND
CELEBRATES

#EARTHLOVE DAY
On Saturday, April 24th, the Roosevelt
Island community came together to
celebrate the Earth! #EarthLove Day
festivities took place on the Meditation
Lawn and offered a multitude of fun,
educational activities that raised awareness
on ways we can help Roosevelt Island and
our planet stay green and clean!
Attendees had a chance to donate
old books at our book swap table and
engage with R.I. community organizations,
including iDig2Learn and the Roosevelt
Island Garden Club (RIGC), as they
shared information on composting, seed
plantings, and plogging- a healthy way
to jog or walk around the island while
picking up litter polluting our beautiful
space. R.I. Girl Scouts, as well as RIYC
and Island Kids participants were on hand
to volunteer their time prepping some
of our Main St. Butterfly Beds for June
planting at Roosevelt Island Day. A big
thank you to them, our RIOC Grounds
team, Green Roosevelt Island Neighbors
(GRIN), iDig2Learn, and all the volunteers,
including those from RIGC and students
from UNIS!
The day was filled with educational fun
where engaged participants sported
their Roosevelt Island #EarthLove Day
face coverings. Happy Earth Day to all
and remember to continue to implement
healthy and sustainable habits into your
daily routine that can help save the planet!

See 2021 #EarthLove photos on page 8.

Snapshot! A look at the participants of the
RI Community Engagement meetings.
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Roosevelt Island
Youth Center

REOPENS!

A live, virtual ribbon cutting was held
on Saturday, April 17th to celebrate
the opening of a nearly 8,000 square
foot, $2.1M newly renovated Roosevelt
Island Youth Center (RIYC). The RIYC,
located at 506 Main St., will serve as
a safe space where youth will have
the opportunity to engage in a variety of enrichment, recreational,
and educational programming as the youth center promotes personal
development, social discovery, and team building.
With a modernized design and reimagined layout, youth ages seven to
18 will enjoy upgrades that include immersive areas like a music den –
complete with a multitude of instruments – multipurpose lounge, activity
studio, crafts and study center, and learning kitchen. A new multi-media
theatre, gaming center and STEM lab, along with an educational garden,
round out the multidimensional space.
“With the opening of these doors, young people will not only have a
bespoke physical space to enjoy but they’re also getting the opportunity
to expand their educational horizons,” said Erica Spencer-EL, Director,
Communications and Community Affairs at RIOC. “The discovery and
foundations set forth here will have a lasting and powerful impact on the
young people who take advantage of it.”
Beyond modernization and beautification, comprehensive programming
enables attendees to explore their interests and skills, connect with their
community, embrace college and career planning, and even take part in
recording YC Live, the RIYC podcast.
“Our goal has been and continues to be the creation of peerless
programming,” said Ana Medina, Assistant Director of the RIYC. “We’ve
developed a place where youth can freely express themselves, grow, and
connect with the world around them.”
RIYC programming commenced at the renovated space on Monday,
April 19th.

Images top to bottom:
The North Wing of
the newly renovated
RIYC; The South
Wing of the newly
renovated RIYC; RIOC
President and CEO
Shelton J. Haynes,
The Communications
and Community Affairs
team, and The RIYC
team; RIYC counselor,
Steven Ayala, hands
out special giveaways
to guests of the Grand
Reopening
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RESIDENT
HIGHLIGHT
Lynne Shinozaki

Lynne Shinozaki may have begun her career
designing toys but, today, she’s proud of the
community she has helped design here on
Roosevelt Island.
Attending Parsons School of Design at The New
School, Lynne studied among icons like Isaac
Mizrahi, Marc Jacobs, and Anna Sui. It was during
these years that Lynne discovered Roosevelt
Island, escaping to the quiet little rock during her lunch breaks. Fighting through
overgrown weeds, Lynne would trek to the Meditation Steps where she’d watch
the bustle of the city from a quiet, roadless respite that was the Roosevelt Island
of yore.
Realizing her interests didn’t lie in the folds of couture gowns, Lynne transferred to
Philadelphia Textile Institute (Philadelphia College of Textiles and Science) where
she majored in design and engineering and earned a B.S. that led to a successful
career in toy design.
While she enjoyed a career that took her all over the globe, she longed for a place
to truly call home. “When I moved onto Roosevelt Island,” Lynne said. “I literally got
down on my knees and said, ‘God, let me live one place longer than two years.’”
Never dreaming that her prayers would be answered in such a big way, Lynne is
celebrating her 30-year anniversary as an island resident, this year.
In those 30 years, Lynne has been an advocate for innovative change,
beautification, and amplifying Roosevelt Island’s voice and name. The Tramway,
which is now synonymous with Roosevelt Island, was meant to be a temporary
solution for shuttling residents to and from the island until the completion of the
subway. Lynne, alongside Al Weinstein, was instrumental in the fight to keep the
Tram as a permanent mode of transportation.
The “necklace” of cherry trees that have influencers flocking to Roosevelt Island
each spring are another of Lynne’s endeavors. But, a project that Lynne’s especially
proud of is implementing hands-only CPR training here on Roosevelt Island with
Sharon Williams. This training, which was conducted in partnership with the
American Heart Association (AHA) and other island organizations, resulted in the
AHA, at one time, naming Roosevelt Island as the safest place in New York City
to have a heart attack because of the plethora of people on the island who knew
hands-only CPR. “This little nugget of knowledge could make all the difference” in
saving someone’s life, Lynne explained. Further to Lynne’s work in this area, the
New York State Regents began requiring the knowledge of hands-only CPR for
graduation and Lynne was honored with a Heartsaver Hero award from the AHA.

OFFICER

OF THE MONTH
Officer Jomar Arce-Gonzalez
Special Patrol Officer Jomar Arce-Gonzalez
was recognized as the Public Safety
Department’s Officer of the Month for March
2021. Officer Arce has been a member
of the Public Safety Department for two
years, throughout which he has proven
himself dependable, offering exceptional
community engagement and always taking
the extra step when serving the needs of
islanders. In September of 2020, Officer Arce
was deputized as a New York City Special
Patrol Officer, and since then, he has been
proactive in addressing moving violations,
most notably to those driving recklessly on
Main Street. He is committed to providing a
safe community for residents and visitors,
while engaging all with a positive attitude.
We thank Officer Jomar Arce-Gonzalez for
his dedication to Roosevelt Island!

Today, Lynne is a consummate advocate for Roosevelt Island. From her
involvement with Community Board 8 and the Coler task force, to strategizing ways
to recapture island greenspace and reduce island access to cars, Lynne continues
to fight for the betterment of the island she has loved for decades.
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GREEN
CORNER
NY URBAN FARMS
Did you know NYC has a growing
and evolving agriculture community?
Agriculture has deep roots in New York
City and a wide range of initiatives
continue to make the city a more
sustainable, livable, and equitable place.
Urban Agriculture in the five boroughs
helps to aid the mission of expanding access to healthy foods, creating
stronger community networks, and improving environmental issues in
our neighborhoods and communities, through educational resources
and employment opportunities. NYC Urban Agriculture helps to connect
interested individuals with opportunities to become part of the agriculture
community in the city. For more info on how you can join a gardening
community or visit an urban farm, click HERE.

GREEN ROOFS COMING TO ROOSEVELT ISLAND!
What is a green roof? A green roof or living roof, is a roof of a building
that is partially or completely covered with vegetation and a growing
medium, planted over a waterproofing rubber material. Adding a green
roof to buildings can make a big impact and help the environmental
movement a little more, such as reducing noise pollution, regulating
building temperatures, and improving air quality. Green roof plants
absorb pollutants, release oxygen, and can also absorb a significant
amount of rainwater, helping to prevent localized flooding. Lastly, green
roofs will beautify the appearance of any building or home and help to
promote biodiversity by attracting wildlife. See how Roosevelt Island
is contributing to better environmental practices, with the upcoming
addition of green roofs at the McManus Field Comfort Station and our
local public school, P.S./I.S. 217!

DON’T FORGET TO CHARGE-UP AT MOTORGATE!
For more info on ChargePoint, how to sign up, rates, and more frequently
asked questions, visit: rioc.ny.gov/552.
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SUPPORT ALTERNATIVE POWER SOURCES!
Verdant Power’s Roosevelt Island Tidal Energy (RITE) Project is located in
the East Channel of the East River. The project generates clean energy
from the natural tidal currents. Installed in 2007, Verdant un-veiled a
demonstration of their fifth-generation turbines just last month. Learn
more at VerdantPower.com
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Images top to bottom: NYC Urban Agriculture; Rendering of green roof on
McManus Comfort Station; Electric car charging at one of our Motorgate Garage
ChargePoints; Verdant Power fifth-generation turbines being placed into the
East River.
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ROOSEVELT ISLAND CELEBRATES

WHAT’S HAPPENING

• RIVAA Vernissage 20: Opened Saturday, April 24th at RIVAA Gallery (527
Main St.). Exhibition runs through June 6th. Jim Pignetti Monotypes: Opened
Friday, April 16th and runs through June 17th at The Octagon Gallery (888
Main St.) For info visit: RIVAA.com
• Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance: Children’s Theatre performs Into the
Woods Jr. on May 7-9 and its Teen Theatre performs Chicago: High School
Edition on May 21-23. For info visit: MSTDA.org
• Carter Burden Senior Community Health & Resource Fair- Focus on Seniors:
Tuesday, May 18th from 11 AM – 3 PM at Good Shepherd Plaza.

591 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 | 212-832-4540 | RIOC.NY.GOV |

Images top row, left to right: Christina
Defilco gives a lesson on plogging to
residents on #EarthLove Day; RI Youth
working hard making compost; Book
Swap table.
Bottom row, left to right: Al Roker and Bill
Nye enjoy a bike ride on Roosevelt Island
for Earth Day; A mother and daughter
share a beautiful reading moment on the
Meditation Lawn, for #EarthLove Day;
Cherry Blossoms in bloom on the West
Promenade

This newsletter has been designed using some resources from Freepik.com

Our contributions to keeping the planet green and clean!
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