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The highly anticipated revitalization of Southpoint Park is expected to come to a close
at the end of the year. We’re proud to say that, while the project enhanced scenic
views in and around the park, it also included measures to protect 1,600 linear feet of
shoreline and incorporated nearly 34,000 square feet of new, indigenous landscaping
that creates a holistic riverfront oasis. We’re currently working alongside residents who
are passionate about sustainability and preservation to create and install educational
signage highlighting the park’s plants and wildlife.
As evidenced with the educational signage being created for Southpoint Park,
we’ve had impactful and productive collaboration with the community through our
Community Engagement Groups and Committees. We’re excited to revisit these
groups and committees later this fall for more exciting projects.
We have worked diligently with the Department of Financial Services, our local elected
officials, Community Board 8, RIRA, and other community members to bring a bank to
Roosevelt Island. We’re happy to say that we’re gaining momentum and have made
some strides with this initiative thanks to an open house, held on Monday, October
25th, for interested institutions.
Our focus has been and remains to keep residents and visitors of Roosevelt Island
safe while New York and the world navigate the ongoing and fluid COVID-19
pandemic. With that said, we’re proud to have welcomed back the Halloween Harvest
Extravaganza -- a COVID-safe version of course. This year, residents and visitors had
a spooky good time in Southpoint Park on Saturday, October 30th with family-friendly
activities like pumpkin painting, magic shows, live DJ and dancing, giveaways, and more.
Once again and in partnership with Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, we hosted
early voting here on Roosevelt Island from October 23rd to the 31st. Early voting
took place in the gymnasium of Sportspark, despite the facility undergoing exciting
renovations. Early voting allows for a safer voting experience while making a decision
that can change the future.

RIOC President and CEO, Shelton J. Haynes

IN TH IS ISSUE
President’s Message................................ 1

Other ongoing island renovations include those to Blackwell Park. The new paver
installation is just about complete while new landscaping has begun popping up
around the library plaza. We anticipate completion of the project later this fall, if
weather and other elements permit.
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COMMUNITY
HIGHLIGHT
Jax Schott/ Island OM

With a passion for health and wellness, Jax
Schott identified a need on Roosevelt Island,
and she had a plan on how to fulfill it. A
longtime resident of the island, for the past 12
years, she has been teaching residents and
visitors the importance of yoga, centering
yourself, and investing in yourself.
When the pandemic hit, bringing with it a
cloud of isolation, the social camaraderie her
students felt when exercising together in class
was gone. But there’s a silver lining in every
cloud, right? The pandemic surprisingly catapulted her dream of actualizing
a health and fitness oasis for all. Throughout the past 18 months, when many
individuals have been living, working, and exercising from home, Jax was
working towards creating a wellness center individuals could visit to focus on
their holistic wellbeing -- when Roosevelt Island and the world returned to a new
normal, of course.

PROJECT
UPDATES
AVAC Repair
The east and west lines of the AVAC
system will be undergoing major repair
work. A specialized team from Spain
is making their way here, to Roosevelt
Island, to address the damaged piping
and flooding that have been the source
of the issues. We’ll be sure to update
the community as the team progresses
through the repairs.

“Creating Island OM has been
a dream and a vision for many
years. It has been my ultimate
labor of love! The Community
has been eagerly anticipating the
opening and has shown it by the
support and enthusiasm from our
students and residents. I’m thrilled
to finally be opening our doors
and welcoming everyone into our
beautiful new space where they
can find their hOMe at Island OM!”
Jax’s labor of love finally came to fruition on Saturday, October 2nd as Island
OM opened its doors to the community. Island OM’s mission is to create an
oasis of wellness away from your everyday hectic life, a place to “find your
OM.” Island OM taps into not only the natural elements that surround us, but the
truism that one cannot exist without the other — and they follow this philosophy
to help all their students find their OM.
A big takeaway is that, like its founder, Island OM celebrates and welcomes all
people to help them celebrate their diversity and feel good about their internal
and external beauty. Pull out your yoga mat and take an inclusive and fun class
at Island OM today and support the small businesses that help this beautiful
island thrive!
For more information on Island OM, visit islandomnyc.com or visit the
storefront, conveniently located at 521 Main St.
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COMMUNITY
HIGHLIGHT
Kaja Meade

As the daughter of U.S. Diplomats, Kaja Meade
has lived more places than most travel in a
lifetime. Despite living in enviable places – from
Poland and Thailand to Germany, Greece, and
Mexico – Meade, her husband, and her two
children call Roosevelt Island “home.”

“We have more magic per square
foot here,” said Meade. “It’s a place
where you can take a breath and
have a life, not just live.”
Having a life here on Roosevelt Island, to Meade, is living a symbiotic one. “My
personal and professional life enrich each other,” Meade said, as she explained
a typical day that might include cheering on her son’s baseball team, enjoying an
alfresco lunch at the Café at Cornell Tech, and showing apartments here on the
island.
Meade, who’s a licensed real estate salesperson with Corcoran, truly knows
Roosevelt Island – inside and out – and has seen the island evolve from a personal
and professional perspective. “I’m friends with a lot of people that raised their
families here or grew up here, themselves, so I hear lots of stories about the island
in transition,” Meade said. “Certainly, there are more people, but I also think it’s
more convenient.”
When Meade shows apartments here on Roosevelt Island, she speaks with the
authenticity of a resident, providing unparalleled value to buyers and renters. She
explains how easy it is to hop on the NYC Ferry, the joy of bumping into neighbors
at the Farmer’s Market, and the stunning views from the new Graduate Hotel’s
Panorama Room. But what she loves the most, and her biggest selling point to
prospective Roosevelt Island residents, is the heartbeat of the island – its true
neighborhood feel.

PROJECT
UPDATES
Roosevelt Island Bank
On Monday, October 25th, RIOC, with
support of elected officials, the Roosevelt
Island Resident Association (RIRA),
Community Board 8 and other community
representatives, held an open house for
financial institutions interested in bringing
a full-service branch to the island. Those
in attendance toured two locations on the
island. They were also offered a Red Bus
tour of the island and engaged in a Q&A
session to better understand our unique
community. We look forward to updating
the community as discussions continue.

Meade explained that, with Roosevelt Island, there’s really no need for plans. Many
of the buildings have beautiful courtyards, terraces, patios, and common spaces
where friends can gather for impromptu cocktails while kids play on nearby climber
playgrounds. And what’s more magical than this small town feel in the heart of New
York City?
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EMPLOYEE

SPOTLIGHT
Gretchen Robinson
Title: General Counsel
Department: Legal
RIOC Employee Since: 2015
Areas of Responsibility: Advises the
Executive Team, senior management,
and the Board of Directors on various
matters such as legal rights, new and
existing laws, while managing the
corporation’s legal matters. Examines
and creates employment and vendor
agreements.

What are some important leadership
qualities that a general counsel should
represent?
Given all the hats you wear in the role,
you need to have some grounding in
terms of exhibiting good judgment,
problem solving skills, and being open
minded. It is important to be a good
listener and fully understand and
comprehend the problem at hand, so
you can apply creative problem-solving
solutions.

What are best practices when
assessing risks in the corporation?
First and foremost, my fiduciary duty
is to the corporation and the Board
of Directors to advise them how best
to handle RIOC business. In terms of
duties and responsibilities, it involves
protecting the corporation from fraud,
misuse or misappropriation of assets
or wasting of assets. I serve as the
corporation’s ethics officer and ensure
that our employees have continuous
training on these matters while adhering
to our policies.
How important Is equity and fairness
when counseling?
It’s extremely important, as well as
making sure the counsel I provide is
legal in the confines of the law. I take
it very seriously. When problems are
presented to my department, I believe
in collaborative and collective thoughts.
I utilize the brain trust of my Associate
and Assistant General Counsel while
occasionally engaging our network of
outside counsel. That’s how I operate
- the more legal minds you can put on
a problem, the better and more robust
your solution will be. There are always
different perspectives you may not
think about when problem solving and,
from a legal perspective, there may
be other legal concerns that you may
not be aware of because you are only
concentrating on what you know. I think
that one of the most effective things to
do in your profession is to know where
your limitations are; and be smart to
research things you don’t know and
follow up.

After your previous role as Compliance
and Internal Controls Officer, you took
a brief pause from RIOC. Can you
describe that experience and what
made you come back?
It was a great experience. It elevated
me to a larger platform in terms of
interacting with the upper echelon of
government. It allowed me to go back
to some of my litigation work as I did
hearings and administrative trials for
Empire State Development (ESD), as
Senior Counsel. I learned a lot about the
Minority and Women-owned Business
Enterprises (M/WBE) program. In
returning to RIOC, it was an opportunity
for me to be able to further build on my
skill set. I came back because I liked the
supportive environment here at RIOC.
When I tell people where I work and
what I do, it is always followed up with
intrigue and interest in the island.
What are some of your challenges and
successes?
Some of the challenges we faced as a
whole, which I believe is not unique to
me or RIOC, was being able to adapt
to a new environment, overnight,
during the pandemic. I am the type of
person that likes to interact with people.
Being isolated for all those months
was a complete change of landscape,
as we now spend most of our time
constantly being on screens and Zoom
conferences. It’s amazing to me how,
in terms of operations, we adapted to
this virtual platform and were able to
maintain a seamless operation during
the pandemic.
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EMPLOYEE

SPOTLIGHT
Prince Shah
Title: Assistant Director of Capital
Planning and Projects
Department: Capital Planning and
Projects
RIOC Employee Since: March 2018
Areas of Responsibility: Aid in the
oversight of all Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation (RIOC) capital
projects while fitting them into the
corporation’s holistic timeline.

How do you maintain efficiency in your
department?
One of my major goals is to ensure
we follow through with utilizing the
Standard Operating Procedures (set
of step-by-step instructions compiled
by an organization to help workers
carry out routine operations) we have
in place in the Capital Planning and
Projects department. This simple but
tasking procedure will ensure our
projects, departments, and agency
function efficiently – which then results
in projects meeting their expected
completion dates and an increased
opportunity to maintain projects under
budget. I am not looking to reinvent
the wheel. I want to make sure all
the processes we have in place are
followed through.

How has sustainability been a focus in
capital projects?
One of RIOC’s long-standing initiatives
is to prioritize sustainable efforts on
the island. One of the things we strive
to achieve within all capital projects, is
to include sustainable features during
the design phase. During the McManus
Welcome Station design phase, we
were able to add features like the green
roof which aids in storm water retention.
What were your background and
professional experiences prior to
Roosevelt Island?
From an education perspective, I
went to the New York Institute of
Technology where I received my
Bachelor’s in Architecture (B.Arch).
During college, I interned at a large
construction management firm. While
there, I worked on a lot of interesting
projects such as logistics planning for
the Freedom Tower loading docks and
the early stages of the Hudson Yards
project. When I gained full employment
at the management firm, I got to work
on the Cornell Tech project. I was the
assistant project manager involved
in management of all the site work
including all landscape, bioswales,
underground utilities, and managed
key trades for the construction of the
utility plant -- the one-story building
on campus. Despite it being very
challenging, we turned the project over
well ahead of schedule. I also have a
Master’s in Business Administration
(MBS) and am a Certified Construction
Manager (CCM).

What did you learn as a former
resident that helped inform your job?
I lived on Roosevelt Island during the
pandemic quarantine, May 2021. My
wife and I have always dreamt about
living here. I used to hang out on
the island during college, to work on
my sketches and take in the views
the island offers. I have always been
attracted to the island because it is a
community within a community, which
is very different to city life. While
living here, we would walk the island
every single day, visit the Saturday
Farmer’s Market and engaged with
our neighbors, which included RIOC
employees. Living on the island allowed
me to witness how patrons react or
interact with our array of public spaces.
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RECAP

FALL FOR ARTS FESTIVAL
On Saturday, September 25th, the Roosevelt Island community and
beyond, showed up in full force for the 16th Annual “Fall for Arts Festival:
The Future Through Your Eyes!” Festival revelers were treated to a
relaxing, sunny day watching live mural painting. Local artists captured
their vision of hope as the world continues to evolve socially, culturally,
environmentally, and economically. As 30 original works came to life,
artists and attendees on the Meditation Lawn listened to the smooth jazz
sounds of the Zach Adleman Quartet presented by Jazz at Lincoln Center.
The poetry stylings of Open Doors’ Reality Poets were also featured. The
festival proudly boasted a special afternoon performance of Leonardo
Suarez Paz’ Piazzolla 100 Cuartetango at the nearby Good Shepherd
Community Center.
Attendees also took part in several jam-packed arts and crafts activities
such as Fall for the Art of Nature watercolor painting, courtesy of the R.I.
Garden Club; youth arts and crafts, courtesy of Island Kids; Paint the Music
with Piazzolla 100, and a puppet-making workshop with Materials for the
Arts. While watching these vibrant murals emerge, eventgoers started the
day with free yoga and meditation led by Island OM. Mr. Softee also took
part in the festivities providing complimentary ice cream to all who wanted
to indulge, courtesy of Westview.
As another successful Fall for Arts Festival came to a close, it was a
beautiful sight to see so many families strolling with balloon animals,
adorned in henna tattoos, and many proudly carrying home self-created
works of art. Thank you to all our community volunteers, partners, and
artists for allowing us to present a festival as vivid as the island itself!
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ROOSEVELT ISLAND

HARVEST MOON FESTIVAL
Korea’s Harvest Moon Festival, also known as Chuseok or Hangawi, is a major
harvest festival and a three-day holiday in both North and South Korea
celebrated on the 15th day of the 8th month of the lunar calendar, on the full
moon. It is sometimes called the Korean Thanksgiving and it is one of their
biggest traditional holidays.
On October 2nd, the Roosevelt Island Disabled Association (RIDA), along with
RIOC, sponsored a Korean Harvest Moon Festival at Good Shepherd Plaza
with performers from the Korean Traditional Music and Dance Center of New
York (KTMDC). Founded in 1987, the KTMDC is the oldest established Korean
performing arts organization in New York City and specializes in teaching and
performing Korean traditional music and dance. By doing so, they share and
preserve Korea’s rich and vibrant culture with Korean Americans as well as
the surrounding communities.
RIDA felt very fortunate to be able to bring KTMDC to the island, sharing their
festive music and dance with our community. This special event honoring
Korean Culture celebrated the holiday with seven performances. The
performances reminded the community of peace, love, respect, and harmony,
as well as the importance of family, friendship, and tradition. RIDA hopes to
continue to have the opportunity to offer a variety of diverse cultural
experiences for islanders in the future.
Festival photos courtesy of the Roosevelt Island Disabled Association
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Thank you to all who
joined us in Southpoint
Park for a fun and
festive time! Special
thanks to our partners
and volunteers from
Island Kids, Main Street
Theatre & Dance
Alliance, Cornell Tech,
R.I. Little League &
Coach Scot, as well
as Congresswoman
Carolyn Maloney and
Council Member Ben
Kallos for making this
year’s Halloween
event a spook-tacular
success!
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PSD WORKSHOP

HIGHLIGHTS

WHAT’S
HAPPENING

Starting in August, our Public Safety Department (PSD) hosted their first
series of community workshops that covered topics like self-defense,
preparedness, domestic violence, and what to do when encountering
an active shooter situation. Those who’ve been able to attend the
workshops have expressed how valuable the information can be. But
don’t take it from us! Here’s what some attendees had to say:

“Thank you for holding such an informative workshop
about emergency preparedness. I think the information
shared was incredibly helpful.”
– Allison

“I thought that the workshop had many good points that
might not be the first things that came to mind.”
– Laura

Now that our first PSD Community Workshop Series is coming to an end,
please let us know what topics you might like PSD to cover in 2022 by
emailing your thoughts to cca@rioc.ny.gov, with the subject line: “2022
PSD Workshops”

524 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 | 212-832-4540 | RIOC.NY.GOV |

• Pumpkin Smash -- Saturday, November
6th, 11 AM - 2 PM at Manhattan Park,
lower lawn.
• RIOC will be hosting a virtual Town Hall in
mid-November to discuss pedestrian and
traffic safety on the island. Stay tuned to
our social media accounts, advisories,
and website for updates on how to
attend.
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