Stephanie Huamani takes a moment to reflect
with her mural at the Fall for Arts Festival

Amanda Matthews
and The Girl Puzzle
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The women who inspired the faces of The Girl Puzzle Monument Honoring Nellie
Bly have incredible stories that span women’s experiences throughout history. If
all the women represented in The Girl Puzzle met at the monument today, what do
you think the conversation would be about?
First, I think the conversation would include a shared meal, since so much cultural
heritage is experienced with food. Honestly, I think Nellie Bly would have many
questions for the other ladies and be curious to know how things have changed. She
would probably love to interview Mioko about her experiences during WWII since Bly
was a WWI correspondent. Sometimes I wonder if she, too, would connect the stories
of women from the asylum to the women portrayed in the monument if she had an
opportunity to meet them. Overall, there would certainly be an outpouring of love and
compassion for each other as they discuss details of their diverse experiences.
Clearly the women represented in The Girl Puzzle inspired you and this monument. But
what women throughout history have inspired you both professionally and personally?
Professionally, I am inspired by some incredible historical female sculptors, such as
Louise Bourgeois, Magdalena Abakanowicz, and Anne Whitney who have each, in
their own way, used their voice and medium to inspire positive social change. Others
who personally inspire me include writers and leaders such as bell hooks, Michelle
Obama, Ruth Bader Ginsberg, and Lily Tomlin.
You’ve had the opportunity to speak to a plethora of individuals who’ve discovered
The Girl Puzzle. What’s the most impactful reaction you’ve had from someone?
I have received dozens of wonderful messages through social media and email from
people who have visited the monument and been moved by their experiences. But,
honestly, some of the most impactful reactions occurred while installing the work.
When we arrived with the five women [faces] on Roosevelt Island, I was deeply involved
with the details of the logistics, rigging, unloading, and physical labor. I tuned out the
world. But I began hearing people in the background and heard a woman say, “That
looks like me.” In that moment, I suddenly could hear all the sounds around me. I noticed
many people in the vicinity, some overcome with emotion – and this lasted for days.
I never thought so many others would share such deeply held thoughts about the
monument. And they were thanking me! People were literally yelling their thanks
from beyond the construction fence, with women saying, “I want to know more about
the one that looks like me.” Then I realized: the faces of these women are going
to make an impact. It was overwhelming. My pride in this work began to shift from
theoretical hopes and dreams about the legacy this monument may create, to these
real experiences of people seeing themselves represented and the pure joy they felt.
This is something to celebrate!

Amanda Matthews, sculptor of The Girl Puzzle
Monument Honoring Nellie Bly
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How would you describe your role
within the Roosevelt Island community?
Our doorman usually tries not to laugh
when he sees me in some strange hat
and old clothes with my garden cart early
on a weekend morning.

COMMUNITY

HIGHLIGHT
Julia Ferguson,
Roosevelt Island Garden Club
What would you say is your favorite
thing about living on Roosevelt Island?
I like the trees, the green spaces, and the
light shining on the water around us. I
like the way Roosevelt Island is generally
a small-town kind of community. We try to
recognize and acknowledge each other
as well as the nature around and in us.
Over the years, how have you seen the
island change?
I loved seeing the NYPL open its branch
on the Island. We were some of those
who wrote letters from the little private
library to get this wonderful place here.
I like Cornell Tech with its campus and
the presence of these students, faculty,
and staff. I was saddened by the loss
of Goldwater Hospital and I still miss
seeing residents moving up and down
the island between the two hospitals. I
love that NYC Compost with Big Reuse
picks up our food scraps from our Haki
Compost. This is a positive addition and
change for our Island. I grieve the loss
of island racial and economic diversity
due to rising apartment prices. I hope we
can keep our green spaces and trees
diverse and thriving. We are a dynamic
ecosystem. I hope we can manage these
vitally important spaces, ecologically, and
keep our “more than human relatives”
-- the plants, birds, insects -- healthy for
increased biodiversity in the middle of
this big city.

What women throughout history have
inspired you to make positive impacts
on the Roosevelt Island community?
I would like to help us remember,
acknowledge, and create space for the
Lenape women, children, men, and two
spirit folks who lived here and who were
removed from these homelands that they
cared for. I love listening to Robin Wall
Kimmerer, Joy Harjo, Lyla June Johnston,
and Sherri Mitchell speak. These are
women who are alive in this present day.
How do you see your efforts to
improve the community making lasting
changes on the island and within the
community?
My imperfect efforts are part of a mosaic.
The rocks, trees, water, soil, plants,
sunshine, rain, raccoons, cormorants,
and people on Roosevelt Island are all
together in a system of balance and
beauty. We also share Roosevelt Island
with many folks who just love working
here. I enjoy seeing so many in our
community who care. Roosevelt Island
is filled with people of all ages who take
time to bring food scraps for compost
for healthy soil, create and participate in
Black Lives Matter marches, serve on our
Community Board or contribute in some
other way, take time to pray or meditate
with their religious/spiritual groups, run
a food pantry for neighbors during a
pandemic, volunteer to teach children
about nature, come to parades and vigils
in the snow for friends at Coler, watch
out for the houseless, hold the doors for
others, and nod and say “hello, how are
you” in the elevator.
When people look back on your
contributions, what do you hope they’ll
say about them?
Oh my, I hope that scenario can be
moved off the table completely. People
need to spend time laughing and think
about something or someone they love.
People need their senses filled with
flowers, green plants buzzing with life, or
light shining on the East River estuary.

WHAT’S
HAPPENING
• Rebecca McMackin, Creating
Urban Landscapes – April 7th, 6:307:30 PM. Free virtual lecture with the
Director of Horticulture at Brooklyn
Bridge Park hosted by Roosevelt
Island Community Garden with
support from RIOC, Cornell Tech,
& iDig2Learn. To join go to: tinyurl.
com/bdzdvrn9
• R.I. Youth Center Reopening
Celebration – April 17th will mark
the one-year anniversary of the
grand reopening the Roosevelt
Island Youth Center (RIYC). On
Friday, April 15th, the RIYC will
celebrate the milestone with an
array of exciting educational events.
• Lighthouse Tower Ribbon Cutting
Thursday, April 28th, Lighthouse
Park. Details to come.
• #EarthLove Day – Saturday,
April 30th, 10 AM to 2 PM at the
Meditation Lawn and Blackwell
Plaza.
• Reminder: The Farmer’s Market and
Haki Compost Food Scrap Drop-off
move back to their spring/summer
location at Good Shepherd Plaza on
Saturday, April 2nd.
• PSD Memorial Tribute – Officer
Corey Fischer and Detective Wayne
Jones, Sunday, May 22nd from
11 AM to 4 PM at McManus Field.
Details to come.
• PSD Memorial Tribute – Chief Jack
McManus, Saturday, June 18th from
11 AM to 4 PM. Details to come.

What you can expect from
RIOC in late spring of this
year:
• Completion of repairs to the AVAC
system.
• Updates to the Tram station as well
as a haul rope replacement.
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EMPLOYEE

SPOTLIGHT
Wanda Coleman
Title: Captain, Public Safety Department
Department: Public Safety (PSD)
RIOC Employee Since: 1999
Areas of Responsibility: Permitting,
Access Control, Integrity

How would you describe your role
as Captain in RIOC’s Public Safety
Department?
As Captain, I oversee Integrity and
Access Control working under and with
great leadership in PSD to serve RIOC
and the community. I also head the
Permitting Department where I work
closely with other RIOC departments,
contractors, outside agencies, building
management, and community members
to get island projects and events
permitted.

What excites you the most about your
current role here at RIOC?
I enjoy being a Captain and working
with the awesome PSD team to keep
the island a safe place for residents
and visitors. I am also excited by
working with permits as it has opened
my eyes to another part of what the
island is all about. The residents and
those who permit RIOC spaces, both
indoor and out, are very dedicated to
their organizations. When working on
permitting so many different events,
I have the opportunity to learn about
various traditions and cultures. It also
allows me to meet many people from
different walks of life.
As a woman in a man-dominated field,
what advice were you given when you
started and what advice would you
offer to woman officers today, based
on your experience?
The advice I was given was to be
confident, strong, and never give up.
It was expressed to me that I always
remain professional and focused. In
addition to that, I would advise that
you should always love and believe
in yourself, never be afraid to ask
questions, and learn new things. Never
say you don’t like something if you’ve
never tried it -- you might be surprised
and learn something new about
yourself. And, finally, love what you do
and do what you love!
What women have inspired you in both
your career and your personal life?
I have always been inspired by Rosa
Parks who taught me, “One person can
change the world.” I played Rosa Parks
in a school play and it will always be one
of my proudest moments. And Maya
Angelou, from which I learned, “When

someone shows you who they are,
believe them.”
I had the pleasure of meeting and
working with Natalie Cole and Florence
Griffith Joyner. They were both
incredible women who have inspired
me by being gracious and humble, and
continue to encourage me to strive for
the best in all that I do. It was an honor
to have been in their presence.
In my personal life, my mother and my
sister are my rocks; they keep my family
together and support me in all I do. I will
always be inspired by my cousin, who
has passed on, but was a wonderful
mother, daughter, friend, Police Officer,
and Firefighter. Also, the women of
RIOC who show up every day and
put forth their best effort to serve the
corporation and the community.

When you to look back on your time
at RIOC, what will you be most proud
of and how will you hope to have
positively impacted both PSD and the
community?
I will be most proud of working
with RIOC staff and creating great
working relationships. I’ll be proud
to have worked with PSD to serve
the community in addition to guiding
Officers to reach their best potential
by advancing in PSD or moving
on to pursue other careers in law
enforcement.
I hope that my impact on the community
reflects my ability to be a team player,
that I showed great leadership, and I
was able to connect with community
members and give them the help and
answers they needed. Ultimately, I hope
that I will be remembered for having
made a difference.
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WOMAN IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

President Biden’s Supreme Court
nominee, Ketanji Brown Jackson
In January, we watched as Kamala Harris
became the first woman sworn into the
role of Vice President of the United States.
In February, President Joe Biden set in
motion another historical moment when he
nominated Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson
to the Supreme Court. If confirmed, she will
not only be the first Black woman to sit on
the nation’s highest court, but she would also be the first former federal public
defender to serve on the Supreme Court.
Jackson, who currently sits on DC’s federal appellate court, was born in DC and
grew up in Miami, Florida. Jackson fondly recalls sitting with her father as they
each tackled their homework -- he completing his law school assignments and
she working through her favorite coloring books, as she was in preschool.
As an academic star and celebrated member of her junior and senior high school
student bodies, Jackson set her sights on Harvard where she graduated magna
cum laude. From there, she attended Harvard Law School where she graduated
cum laude and was an editor of the Harvard Law Review.
In addition to her role as a Judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit,
Jackson has been a Supreme Court Clerk, Public Defender, Vice-Chair of the U.S.
Sentencing Commission, and a Judge on the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia.

IN MEMORIAM
Arline Jacoby

“Art landmarks a place, a
thing. Art gives importance to
things that might otherwise be
inconsequential.”

OFFICER

OF THE MONTH
Precious Mack
Officer Precious Mack has not only
shown the ability to adapt to our Public
Safety Department’s Community Policing
foundation but has also shown her
determination to excel at each of her
assignments and is highly respected by
her fellow Officers and Supervisors. We
offer a big congratulations to Officer Mack
on her achievement of Officer of the
Month for February 2022!

– Arline Jacoby, 2010 interview,
RIOC Record publication
In February 2022, the Roosevelt Island community mourned the loss of artist and
longtime resident, Arline Jacoby. Arline was one of the founding members of
the R.I. Visual Arts Association (RIVAA) and played a pivotal role in bringing the
arts into prominence in the community. She was an active force and contributor
at the annual Fall for Arts Festival, often coordinating artists from the R.I. Senior
Center, where she served as an art instructor, to collaborate on painting murals
and volunteering at the event. A strong supporter of providing adults and seniors
art programming, Arline expressed aspirations to get more children involved in
art, providing resources and exposure to opportunities that once existed in public
schools. With the island serving as the perfect canvas for any new or inspiring
artist, she believed that “Roosevelt Island could become an island for the arts.”
Arline will truly be missed.
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PROJECT UPDATES
MANHATTAN TRAM STATION ELEVATOR
Completion Date: Spring 2022
The Manhattan Aerial Tramway Station elevator project is
being constructed in two phases. Phase 1 (East elevator)
opened to the public in October, and the construction on
the second elevator (Phase 2) is nearing completion. The
Tramway Plaza Park which acted as the construction site was
restored and opened to the public in March of this year. Once
completed, the all-new glass elevators will provide increased
visibility and safety as well as fully ADA accessible elevators.
The new canopy and increased platform area will provide a
much-needed congestion relief at the platform during rush
hours.

LIGHTHOUSE TOWER RECONSTRUCTION
Completion Date: Spring 2022

This beloved historical site was severely damaged during Hurricane Irene and Superstorm Sandy. The Lighthouse Tower is
currently undergoing an overhaul to restore its interior and exterior. The interior work includes repairs of the historic brick work
and replacement of the internal spiral stairs, and the exterior repairs include historic stone repairs as well as new colored concrete
pavement eliminating all tripping hazard. This reconstruction project will replace the deteriorated lantern with a replica of the
original lantern design. The lighthouse will soon be back and better than ever re-establishing its historic prominence at the
northern tip of our island.
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PROJECT UPDATES
ROADWAY AND PAVED SURFACE
REHABILITATION DESIGN RFP

Over the years, Roosevelt Island has transformed from largely a pedestrian only community to a community accessible via
the subway system, NYC Water Taxi ferry service, the aerial tramway, for-rent bikes, the Q102 MTA bus, RIOC-owned Red bus
service and vehicular access via the helix. In the past decade, RIOC has put a large effort to maintain and enhance the multimodel environment. As the island continues to develop, volumes of traffic increase and modality options expand as technology
advances. Consumer purchasing behaviors have also contributed to an increase to on demand delivery services. Additionally,
different types of traffic and regulatory signage along the two-mile long Main Street, creates a complexity that confuses pedestrian
and vehicle operators. The Roadway and Paved Surface Rehabilitation Design RFP seeks a design team who can address these
challenges by studying and surveying the island infrastructure, creating a master plan that addresses these issues and producing
a construction document for Main Street areas between the Blackwell House and the Food town. The intent is to address the
issues related to signage, speeding, accessibility, parking etc. along Main Street first and then use the Master plan as a guide
to create construction documents for other areas in the future. The design and underground utility surveying work will begin in
Summer of 2022.

BLACKWELL PARK PHASE II DESIGN RFP
Blackwell Park is one of the very few playgrounds on the
island that enjoy a unique confluence of children and adults of
all ages enjoying all areas from tot-lot to spray fountains to a
competitive game of basketball. It is undeniable that this park
is popular and a highly utilized open space on Roosevelt Island.
As the island continues to develop, the need for public parks
with amenities has increased. This increased need requires
expansion of existing playground spaces within Blackwell Park.
The Phase II design RFP seeks a design team who can address
this need while ensuring that parts of the park are still open to
the public during construction. The East Parcel of Blackwell Park
improvement will include upgrades to meet current safety and
ADA code requirements, as well as, upgrade of the pergola area,
plaza pavement and fountain, water play area, basketball courts,
hardscape, and landscape areas throughout. The design of
Phase II work will begin in Summer of 2022.
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

HIGHLIGHTS
Lucille Ball (1911 – 1989)

Ball’s talent for both verbal and slapstick comedy paved the way for future television
women. In addition to opening new doors for women in front of the camera, Ball was also a
powerful female figure behind the scenes. As co-owner of Desilu Productions, she became
the first woman to head a production studio. The company not only produced I Love Lucy
but it went to on create other hit television shows like The Dick Van Dyke Show and Star
Trek. Ball’s work behind the scenes with Desilu Productions transformed the way studios
created and produced movies and television shows. Many commonplace techniques
in television productions, like filming in front of a live studio audience and using three
cameras, started with Desilu Productions.

Eliza Jane Nicholson (1843 – 1896)
Eliza Jane Nicholson bears the distinction of being the first woman in the United States
to own a major newspaper. Against her family’s wishes, she moved to New Orleans to
pursue her dream of being a professional journalist. She became the literary editor of the
Daily Picayune in 1870, where she wrote under the pseudonym Pearl Rivers. Two years
later, she married the owner of the newspaper, Alva Holbrook and, when he died in 1876,
she inherited it. The paper was in financial trouble but, under Nicholson’s management,
it became profitable once again. At the helm, she was an outspoken proponent of women
in the workforce as well as equal pay.

Arabella Mansfield (1846 – 1911)
Mansfield paved the way for so many inspirational women by becoming the first female
lawyer in the United States. Despite an Iowa state law limiting the bar exam to males, she
passed the bar exam in Henry County, Iowa in 1869, earning high scores. Shortly after her
court challenge, Iowa amended its licensing statute and became the first state to accept
women and minorities into its bar. During her career, Mansfield worked primarily as an
educator and activist, teaching at Iowa Wesleyan College and DePauw University. At the
latter, she also became a university administrator, serving successively as dean in the
1890s of two different schools and went on to become a leader in the suffrage movement.

Sirimavo Bandaranaike (1916 – 2000)
Sirima Ratwatte Dias Bandaranaike, commonly known as Sirimavo Bandaranaike, was a Sri
Lankan politician. She was the world’s first female prime minister when she became Prime
Minister of Sri Lanka in 1960. She left office in 1965 but returned to serve two more terms
(1970–1977, 1994–2000) as prime minister. The family she founded with her husband,
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, rose to great prominence in Sri Lankan politics. In 1994, her
daughter, Chandrika, became prime minister and, in November of that year, Chandrika
won the presidential election becoming the country’s first female president.

Madam C.J. Walker (1867 – 1919)
Walker was the first Black woman millionaire in America and made her fortune thanks
to her homemade line of hair care products for Black women. Born Sarah Breedlove to
parents who had been enslaved, she was inspired to create her hair products after an
experience with hair loss, which led to the creation of the “Walker system” of hair care.
A talented entrepreneur with a knack for self-promotion, Walker built a business empire
by first selling products directly to Black women, then employing “beauty culturalists” to
hand-sell her wares. The self-made millionaire used her fortune to fund scholarships for
women at the Tuskegee Institute and donated large parts of her wealth to the NAACP,
the Black YMCA, and other charities.

524 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 | 212-832-4540 | RIOC.NY.GOV |

7

