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A Message from    
         the President

Leslie Torres, Esq.
President & Chief Executi ve Offi  cer

Roosevelt Island Operati ng Corporati on

of the Roosevelt Island
Operati ng Corporati on

In my ti me here on Roos-
evelt Island, I have come to marvel at
the bustle of developments that keep
the island in a constant state of revi-
talizati on. Exciti ng events make this 
safe island community ideal for fam-
ilies just as increasingly sustainable
infrastructure makes the island ideal
for residents and visitors alike. I really
have been so pleasantly surprised at
the community’s good will and the
impressive capability of the island
employees.
 It is fi tti  ng that the 40th anni-
versary of Roosevelt Island’s Develop-
ment Plan should fall on a year such
as this with vigorous work underway
on an assorted list of renewal proj-
ects. While the Roosevelt Island Oper-
ati ng Corporati on conti nues building
new parks, enhancing roads, walk-
ways, parking, and lighti ng, and main-
taining all old and new infrastructure,
we also seek to engage with the resi-
denti al community. By creati ng a dia-
logue between our administrati on 
and the community we hope to bett er
inform future development. Recent 
community engagement initi ati ves 

include implementi ng a new Roos-
evelt Island 311 emailed comment 
service (RI311@rioc.com) and setti  ng 
offi  ce hours for citi zens to bring griev-
ances to the RIOC offi  ces (Wednes-
days from 3:00-5:00 pm). 
 I recently came upon a quote
from FDR on the subject of civiliza-
ti on and community that rang espe-
cially true to me: “We must culti vate
the science of human relati onships – 
the ability of all peoples, of all kinds,
to live together, in the same world at
peace.” I relish opportuniti es to unify
diverse groups and see Roosevelt
Island as a community striving to do
the same, hence my interest in work-
ing with a public benefi t corporati on
like RIOC.
 Given the progressive RIOC 
employees and island residents, I have
ample opportunity to support initi a-
ti ves which follow FDR’s emphases on 
community involvement, environmen-
tal conservati on, and scienti fi c creati v-

ity. The hybrid buses, subway access,
brand new aerial tramway, increased 
“green” infrastructure as well as our
great new greenspaces show our com-
mitment to environmental responsi-
bility. Surrounded by beauti ful views 
of the East River and New York City’s 
skyline, we are reminded to redouble 
our eff orts at preserving the natural
elements that make Roosevelt Island
such a special place to live and work.
 In this special commemorati ve
editi on we highlight many recent
changes in recreati on and community 
support programs. The publicati on 
also details the contributi ons of a few 
excepti onal residents and employees. 
Please enjoy reading about this won-
derful island and its ongoing renewal.

President’s Column

This issue is also available electronically online at RIOC.NY.GOV!

ROOSEVELT ISLAND
O P E R AT I N G  C O R P.
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Contact Information

RIOC Offi  ces
(212) 832-4540

591 Main St.
New York, NY 10044

Public Safety
(212) 832-4545

550 Main St.
New York, NY 10044

Visit our website at

rioc.ny.gov
for updates and informati on!

Meet the Staff

Department Highlight:
Engineering

From fountains to water drainage, from street lighti ng to paving and roads,
from everyday maintenance to the major constructi ons such as the future Southpoint Openspace or
the newly renovated Octagon Soccer Field, Roosevelt Island’s Engineering and Maintenance Depart-
ments keep the island running in more ways than you might imagine. Island projects are in a con-
stant state of transiti on, requiring adapti ve design from RIOC engineers and a diverse skill set from
the Maintenance staff . It is the responsibility of the Engineering Department to plan the logisti cs of 
all island projects, managing projects and relati onships with builders and contractors. Oversight of 
constructi on projects and maintenance of all faciliti es - such as laying Z-bricks on Main Street - are
the bread and butt er of Engineering.

Questions, Comments or Complaints? Send us an e-mail at RI311@rioc.com!

TOM TURCIC
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING

SANTO VERTA
PROJECT MANAGER

ROBERT GREENE
PROJECT MANAGER

Above: The Engineers are awarded a plaque in recogniti on of their work on the Octagon Soccer Field.

Director of Engineering Tom Turcic will reti re this year - read about his ti me with RIOC on page 17!
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The Fortieth Anniversary ofThe Fortieth Anniversary of
Roosevelt Island’s General Development Plan:Roosevelt Island’s General Development Plan:

What aWhat a
Year!Year!

Like New York Cityw York City, Roosevelt Island con-
ti nues to renew itself.  Originally, this community was cre-
ated because the City had abandoned its outmoded social
welfare system which had relied almost exclusively on iso-
lated insti tuti ons on what was then known as Welfare
Island. The planned community concept was launched by
New York City and State in December 1969 when a General
Development Plan (GDP) and 99 Year ground lease  was
signed between the two, tapping President Lyndon John-
son’s “Great Society” mixed income housing and new com-
munity programs. According to these founding documents
the object of this “New Community” was “to make the
maximum contributi on to the present needs of the City…” 
emphasizing aff ordable housing and more open space for
all New Yorkers. Now, having concluded forty years since
the Roosevelt Island idea was launched, seems a good ti me
to perform a “mid-course” review.
  In September 1973, immediately aft er Welfare Island

was re-named in honor of President Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt, an editorial in The New York Times explained the sig-
nifi cance of the occasion and the intent of the Roosevelt
Island GDP, saying that Roosevelt Island “…is to become
a…model town within this old city, …a demonstrati on of 
modern planners’ capacity to harness technology for
human use, while enhancing rather than degrading the
natural environment,”  describing it as “…the strip of land,
surrounded by water that is to be dedicated to a spirit of 
renewal in the nati on’s fi rst city.” 
 Just as New York City has affi  rmed its promise as the
“nati on’s fi rst city,” so the State has maintained its com-
mitment that Roosevelt Island remain a “model town …
dedicated to the spirit of renewal.”  This commitment has
been realized fi rst via the Urban Development Corpora-
ti on, which was responsible for the original development,
and now through eff orts by the Roosevelt Island Operati ng
Corporati on (RIOC) which operates the Island on behalf of 
the State.  Although it has taken a litt le longer than the

Left : “Mainstreaming to Main
Street” Event at Goldwater
Hospital

Opposite page, clockwise
from top left :
“A Kaleidoscope of Island
Life,” at Sportspark; Outdoor
Summer Movie Series at Fire-
fi ghters’ Field; “Welfare Island:
A Spirit of Place Past” Photog-
raphy Exhibit at the Octagon
Gallery

ROSINA ABRAMSON
VICE PRESIDENT OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
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ten years envisioned by the Times
in 1973, now in its forti eth year, the
Roosevelt Island plan is nearing com-
pleti on with a strengthened sense of 
renewal.  The GDP, being so much
more than a blueprint for bricks and
mortar, inspires conti nual re-exami-
nati on of how well our New Commu-
nity conti nues to meet the goals set
for it in 1969.
 Roosevelt Island’s forti eth year
has seen excepti onal progress in
ongoing renewal.  The world’s fi rst
mass transit Aerial Tramway has been
completely rebuilt so that it is once
again the most modern cable urban
transportati on system in operati on,
featuring high effi  ciency engineering,
modernized aestheti cs and its trade-
mark spectacular views. Constructi on
of the long awaited Four Freedoms 
Park, a memorial to FDR designed by
architect Louis Kahn, is well under-
way.  Work on the adjacent gardens 
of Southpoint Park will be completed
and opened in spring 2011.  The
beauti ful, landmarked Good Shep-
herd Chapel has undergone a much
needed modernizati on of its heati ng
and venti lati ng systems so that it can
bett er serve its purpose as a commu-

nity center.  Sportspark, which has
been outf itt ed with a new gym fl oor,
pool surface and lighti ng, is poised to
be rediscovered by swimmers, bas-
ketball players, Ping-pong enthusiasts
and other acti ve folks. Octagon fi eld
has been resurfaced and night light-
ing installed, making this a four sea-
son, round the clock athleti c fi eld.  
 Roosevelt Island has celebrated

its forti eth year in many ways, includ-
ing a summer outdoor movie series
showing fi lms which featured the
Island, a Panel Discussion at Coler/
Goldwater Hospital discussing found-
ing principles which emphasized uni-
versal disabled accessibility long
before it was mandated by Federal
statute; the AVAC system, sti ll haul-
ing trash underground at forty miles
per hour, was the subject of an exhibit
at the RIVAA Gallery, a panel discus-

sion at the Wagner School of Public
Administrati on and served as a host
site for Open House New York.   A pho-
tographic exhibit documenti ng the
remains of Welfare Island and early
planning for our “new community”
is currently on view at Sportspark.
 Roosevelt Island’s challenges
conti nue for another sixty years
under the GDP. This conti nuing man-
date focuses on planning and opera-
ti ons as prioriti es, including the pro-
vision of even more environmentally
sustainable operati ons and infrastruc-
ture and encouraging a sense of com-
munity between all of the Roosevelt
Island residents and visitors with itsits
innovati ve technology, open space.open space.
sports faciliti es, fresh air and unparal-h air and unp
leled views. Roosevelt Island’s originssevelt Isla origins
were grounded in a spirit of  servingded in a t of  serving
as a “model” of what New York couldel” of w New York
accomplish, the outcome of the Roosplish, th utcome o e Roos-
evelt Island experiment will ulti matelyIsland perimen l ulti mately
be measured by what RIOC conti nuesmeas d by wh RIOC con
to accomplish to fulfi ll the promise too acco lish to fi ll the p
the people of New York made somethe p ple of w York

rty years ago.fort ears a

“Roosevelt Island’s

origin was grounded in 

a spirit of  serving as 

a ‘model’ of what New 

York could accomplish.”
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The
Tram is
Back!
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The Roosevelt Island Tram
has been a lifeline to thousands 
of Island residents for decades,
appeared in fi lms, television and
books and achieved the status of 
a New York City icon. The Island’s
most direct route into Manhat-
tan was not intended to achieve
fame, however – it was originally
seen as a temporary soluti on
for Island commuters during the
long-delayed constructi on of a
subway line. Today, with a newly 
renovated Tram back in service,
nati ve Islanders and visitors alike
can enjoy the sight of the New
York City skyline while they travel
hundreds of feet above the East
River.

 When it was installed in
1976, it was the only aerial tram-
way system in the world specifi -
cally used for urban mass transit
– similar systems were primar-
ily seen on ski slopes and moun-
tainside resorts. Even today,
there are only two companies in 
the world that manufacture sys-
tems that meet Roosevelt Island’s
requirements. POMA of Greno-
ble, France was chosen as the
best company for the job. The
company certainly has some
impressive design credits under
its belt, including the very fi rst 
lift  in the world in their nati ve 
France as well as a more recent
commuter gondola lift  in Medel-
lin, Colombia. Roosevelt Island’s 
brand new tramway system has

received the benefi t of POMA’s
experti se through new state-of-
the-art features such as improved 
stability in high winds, the abil-
ity to operate each side separately 
and four backup generators to 
ensure the operati on of the Tram’s
electrical systems.
 Thirty-four years ago, it was 
never imagined that the Tram 
would become so popular. The 
original tramway was planned to
remain in service for seventeen 
years, at the end of which ti me 
the subway would be in operati on
to take commuters into Manhat-
tan. When the ti me for reevalua-
ti on came, however, the Tram had 
become a necessary additi onal 
means of transportati on as well 
as an integral part of Roosevelt
Island’s identi ty. The Tram conti n-
ued to run for twice its projected 
lifeti me unti l early 2010, when 
it was fi nally decommissioned in 
preparati on for modernizati on. 
With new parks opening at Roos-
evelt Island’s southern end and the 
expectati on of increased traffi  c, 
the improvements couldn’t have 
come at a bett er ti me.
 Although the old Tram holds 
a place in history and in the hearts 
of many New Yorkers, we can be 
sure that Roosevelt Island’s new 
Tram will have a lifeti me just as 
exciti ng and useful as that of
its predecessor!

Island Development

ANNA RANKIN
COMMUNITY RELATIONS
GRAPHIC ARTIST INTERN

Left : Test run of the North Cabin. Above: Hoisti ng of the First Cabin.
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Constructi on at Southpoint opens up Roosevelt Island to residents and tourists

The Openspace of Southpoint
 The lush greenery and fas-
cinati ng buildings of Southpoint’s 
greenspaces, along with its spec-
tacular views, have long been
coveted by the few who know it
but they will soon be recognized
and used by many more.  

Realizing the Dream
 On March 17, 1974, re-
nowned architect Louis Kahn
was walking through Manhat-

it provided unrivaled panoramic 
views of Manhatt an, Queens, and
the lower extent of the East River.  
But the result of his design was 
not for Mr. Kahn to see as he suf-
fered a fatal heart att ack there in
the train stati on.
 A year before his pass-
ing, Kahn presented his commis-
sioned design at a ceremony to 
rename Welfare Island as a ded-
icati on to Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt. Sti ll, due to New York City’s
fi nancial crisis that followed in
1975, the project was tabled for 

tan’s Penn Stati on with a brief-
case containing his constant com-
panion, a sketchbook. On this 
parti cular day, the sketchbook 
held drawings of what he hoped 
would be his fi rst constructi on in
New York City.  He was 73 and sti ll
vigorous and creati ve.  His project 
was a park memorial to be built
on an island in the East River as
a small but majesti c gesture to
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
noble career.  The island had
been renamed aft er the 32nd U.S. 
President the previous year and

Above: Rendering courtesy of Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms Park, LLC
Top Right: Governor Paterson, Mayor Bloomberg, Ambassador vanden Heuval, NYC Council Speaker Christi ne Quinn & Congress-
woman Carolyn Maloney  at the FDR Groundbreaking Event
Bott om Right: Model of the Memorial - photo courtesy of Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms Park, LLC

LUTHER CLEMENT
COMMUNITY RELATIONS ASSISTANT

10



years. With the concerted eff orts
of the Franklin and Eleanor Roos-
evelt Insti tute and some devoted
public offi  cials, ground was fi nally 
broken on the project in 2010
Ambassador William J. vanden
Heuvel, founder of the Frank-
lin and Eleanor Roosevelt Insti -
tute (FERI), describes the imped-
iments to achieving the park as a
“perfect storm” of obstacles, pre-
dominantly fi nancial. Even the 
support of then Governor Nel-
son Rockefeller was not suffi  cient
to build the park. Problems were
compounded when Rockefeller
was named vice president and
left  for Washington. 
 Aft er all this ti me, Ambas-
sador vanden Heuvel points out
that it is appropriate and impres-
sive that this monumental piece
of infrastructure will be built dur-
ing the nati on’s largest fi nancial
crisis since the great depression,
the quagmire from which Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s New Deal res-
cued the country. 
 Elected offi  cials and those
involved in the evoluti on of the
park assembled on September
13th to welcome the granite to be
used for the monument as it was

unloaded from its barge.  When
the 24 granite blocks, weighing
36 tons each, landed on the dirt 
levels at Southpoint aft er their
long truck ride from North Caro-
lina followed by a short boat trip
from New Jersey, Governor Pater-
son and Mayor Bloomberg were
there to receive them. They were 
joined by park project represen-
tati ves and elected offi  cials: Con-
gresswoman Carolyn Maloney,
New York State Assembly Mem-
ber Micah Kellner, Manhatt an
Borough President Scott  Stringer, 
New York City Council Speaker
Christi ne Quinn, and New York City 

Council Member Jessica Lappin.
 The various speeches high-
lighted the signifi cance of the
memorial in this parti cular mom-
ent and as a large infrastruc-
ture project.  Governor Paterson
pointed out that the constructi on 
“will employ 200 union workers 
during the worst fi nancial crisis
since the great depression.” City
Councilwoman Jessica Lappin 
turned the audience’s att enti on 
to Roosevelt’s famous Four Free-
doms speech, saying, “We can
and we will sit out on this site and
look out at the United Nati ons
and remember what President 
Roosevelt stood for and what our
country stands for.”  She explained
that she hopes that visitors to the
park can take the great Presi-
dent’s words regarding individual
freedom to heart as they encoun-
ter contemporary disputes.  Truly,
the consensus of the day was that
visitors and Roosevelt Island resi-
dents will shortly have a beauti ful
and meaningful park.

11



The Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Four Freedoms Park
Opening in 2012, Franklin D.
Roosevelt Four Freedoms Park
will incorporate rows of Cop-
per Beech and Litt le-Leaf Lin-
den Trees with a step pyramid,
a bust of President Roosevelt,
and a “Room” for viewing Lower
Manhatt an and Brooklyn from
the extreme end of the island. 
The Copper Beech Trees will
line the northern entrance to
the park in front of two walk-
ways that will surround the step
pyramid on either side.  The tri-
angular garden atop the pyra-
mid will be itself lined with Lit-
tle-Leaf Linden Trees, pointi ng to 
another secti on, the Forecourt.  
The Forecourt will be a tree-lined
court that will meet the statue of 
Franklin Roosevelt.  On the other
side of President Roosevelt’s bust

will be an engraved excerpt from
his Four Freedoms speech.  This 
engraving can be viewed from 
the “Room”: a 72-square-foot,
granite column enclosure and
the ulti mate vantage point of 
the park and the Island.  Stand-
ing at sizes of 6 foot by 6 foot by
12 foot high, the columns shelter 
the “Room” on three sides, leav-
ing the sky and the southern view
enti rely exposed.

Southpoint Openspace
Adjoining Louis Kahn’s Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt Memorial at the 
southernmost ti p of the island is 
Southpoint Openspace. Formerly
referred to as “Green Rooms,
Wild Gardens,” this openspace
was designed by landscape archi-
tects through the Trust for Pub-
lic Land and is being constructed
just north of the FDR Memorial 

on the southern end of Roosevelt
Island. The design uti lizes themed
“green rooms” that provide the 
visitor with educati onal, recre-
ati onal, cultural and restorati ve 
acti viti es.  Within the greens-
pace, New York City’s landmarked
Smallpox Hospital, designed by
James Renwick, architect of note-
worthy buildings such as St. Pat-
rick’s Cathedral, has been sta-
bilized and will be surrounded
by the openspace’s fi nal paths, 
clearings, and foliage along with
Strecker Laboratory. Finally, the
“Wild Gardens” are a series of 
nati ve wooded areas snaking 
through the grounds with picnic
groves, interacti ve landscapes, 
and a pedestrian gateway and
comfort stati on. RIOC plans make 
Southpoint Openspace available
to the public by Spring 2011.

Above: Rendering of the Southpoint Openspace Project
Opposite Page: Smallpox Hospital

12



Island laandmarks, suchh as the 
Smmalalllpox Hospital ppictured

here, wiwilll  be more accesssiible to
visitors and resesidenents once

constructi on on thhe OpOpenspace 
isis completed.
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Sportspark has become a
vibrant recreati on center with 
something for everyone! As obe-
sity rates are skyrocketi ng and 
America’s losing the batt le of 
the bulge, Sportspark provides 
wide-ranging and fun ways to
stay slim and trim. With many
free and aff ordable programs for
kids, seniors, and everyone in 
between, there’s no reason not to 
get acti ve!     
 Sportspark was built in
1976 and has recently under-
gone extensive renovati ons to
improve its visitors’ experience. It
currently houses an 8000-square
foot gymnasium, weight room,
6-lane pool, and Ping-pong area.
There are also vending machines 
and locker rooms on either side
of the building. Sportspark is
overseen by friendly and knowl-
edgeable staff  members who will 
ensure your visit is both enjoyable 
and safe. 
 The Sportspark gym can

be used for a variety of acti viti es 
including soccer, basketball, and 
fl oor hockey. It’s currently rented
out to area high schools, adult 
aft er-work recreati onal leagues, 
local teams and pick-up games
with residents. Newer groups are
appreciati ve of the massive space 
so centrally located in New York
City, while other groups have cul-
ti vated the gym as a hidden gem

for over 10 years! Longti me 
patron and soccer player Rob May 
had this to say: “Sportspark is the
best place in New York to play
fi ve-a-side soccer... The staff  is 
excellent and very accommodat-
ing.”
 The gymnasium off ers
more than just team and group
rental. Doors are opened for 

free wheelchair basketball and
full-court basketball on Satur-
days. Everyone is invited to join a 
pickup game or just shoot a few
baskets. It’s a great way to get a
litt le exercise and have a lot of 
fun!
 The Sportspark Pool is
another one of the best-kept
secrets in all of New York City.
Whether you’re looking for a tran-
quil atmosphere to go for a casual
dip with friends, or you’re hoping 
to drop a few pounds in an invig-
orati ng, naturally lit setti  ng, the 
Sportspark pool fi ts the bill. The
six-lane, twenty-fi ve meter pool
boasts multi ple open swim ses-
sions every day of the week. For 
one Islander, swimming at the
Sportspark Pool “is a great low-
impact, high aerobic sport for 
all ages that will help you gain 
strength, maintain fl exibility and
teach you how to breathe bet-
ter. The Sportspark pool has been 
a God-send for me because it
has helped me stay in shape and 
strengthen and tone without 
injuring myself ... I have learned 
enough to become a prett y good 
swimmer and now I’ve found my
‘life-ti me sport’!” Kids are wel-
come with the company of an
adult, and adult swims are also
off ered. Swimmers of all lev-
els can improve with the help of 
Sportspark programming such 
as aff ordable swimming lessons, 
water aerobics, and master swim
programs. The pool is also the
long ti me home base of the Roos-

“Sportspark�is�the�best�“Sportspark�is�the�best�
�place�in�New�York�to��place�in�New�York�to�
�play�five-a-side�soccer.”��play�five-a-side�soccer.”�

DONNA MASLY
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Sportspark East Entrance
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Michael Smith
Sportspark Manager

evelt Island Marlins, a local youth 
swim team. 

For those looking to imp-
rove their hand-eye coordinati on,
one of the newest additi ons to
Sportspark is Table Tennis, also 
known as Ping-pong. Longti me
Roosevelt Island resident and
1989 Table Tennis Hall of Fame
Inductee George Braithwaite
off ers his experti se for free in
both lesson and open play for-
mats. All ages and levels of players
are welcome. Individual players or 
groups can come  practi ce their 
skills against anyone and every-
one they wish.

While its primary purpose
is to serve as a recreati on cen-
ter, Sportspark has had its share
of the limelight in the entertain-
ment industry. It’s played host to
fi lm and photo shoots for Nike, 
Nauti ca, and Vogue among oth-
ers. When not in front of the 
camera, Sportspark also pro-
vides catering and holding areas 
for local shoots. The building is 
a natural fi t for New 
York’s fi lm indus-
try as it provides 
an easily accessi-
ble locati on, great 
lighti ng, and lots of 
open space. Movie 
posters for fi lms
featuring Roosevelt
Island are now on 
permanent display 
in the building’s

entrance and central corridor.  
 Our new program lineup 
has expanded considerably and 
additi onal new and exciti ng acti vi-
ti es are being researched that will
soon join the current schedule.
Furthermore, both the gym and 
the pool have undergone renova-
ti ons in the last year. If it’s been
years since you’ve last visited
Sportspark or you’ve never been
here before, the new programs, 
friendly staff , and close proximity
make it more than worth the trip.

Please join us in bidding longti me 
RIOC employee and Sportspark
Faciliti es Manager Carol Rubino
a happy reti rement. We will miss
you Carol!

For more informati on on any 
of the acti viti es included in this
arti cle, please contact Donna
Masly, Program Coordinator, at 
212.832.4563 or Dmasly@rioc.
com

Donna Masly
Program Coordinator

Donna’s previous experienc-
es with Rutgers University Rec-
reati on, Chelsea Piers, and Equi-
nox Fitness have helped provide
a strong background for new
ideas and acti viti es within the
RIOC Parks and Recreati on De-
partment.  Donna processes and 
schedules all permit requests for
the local fi elds, Sportspark, spe-
cial events, weddings, parti es, 
fi lm and photography shoots, and
tennis.  She’s been with RIOC for
four years.

As Manager of Parks and Recre-
ati on, Michael oversees all as-
pects of the Permitti  ng Depart-
ment, Sports Complex and the
Grounds Department and has
been with RIOC for three years.  
Mike comes to us with a variety 
of experience. He has worked for 
over 10 years in contracti ng, land-
scaping, fi tness and hospitality/
event planning. His experience
will provide the community with 
a greener and more sustainable
island, while implementi ng new 
athleti c programs for the commu-
nity. 

Firefi ghters’ Field

Sportspark Pool
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

6:00
7:00
8:00
9:00

10:00
11:00
12:00
1:00
2:00
3:00
4:00
5:00
6:00
7:00
8:00
9:00

10:00
11:00

Permitted to Individual Groups

Open Swim for All Ages
6:00 am - 10:00 am

Open Swim for All Ages
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Open Swim
for All Ages
7:30 pm - 
10:30 pm

Open Swim All Ages

7:30 pm -10:30 pm

Adult Swim for 18+
4:00 pm - 7:00 pmOpen Swim

for All Ages
6:00 pm -
 9:00 pm

Adult Swim
18+

6:00 pm -
 9:00 pm

Senior
Water

Aerobics

Senior
Water

Aerobics

Adult Water
Aerobics

Adult Learn
to Swim

Open Swim All Ages

7:30 pm -10:30 pm

Master Swim Master Swim

Sp
or

ts
pa

rk
�S

ch
ed

ul
e

Pool�Schedule

Activities
Pool Classes

Senior Water Aerobics
Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:00 am to
10:00 am

Adult Water Aerobics
Sundays from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm

Adult Learn to Swim
Sundays from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm

Master Swim
Mondays and Fridays from 7:30 pm to 8:30
pm

Free Gym Acti viti es

Open Basketball Courts
Sundays from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm and 
2:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Wheelchair Basketball
Saturdays from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Ping-pong Free Play
Tuesdays and Fridays from 6:00 pm to 9:00
pm

Ping-pong Classes
Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Swim Fees: $5 for adults (ages 18-59) , $3 for children 
(ages 4-17), FREE for Seniors over age 60, disabled, and
infants and children under age 3

All children must be accompanied by an adult. No more
than four children per adult. All infants must have one-

on-one supervision with a paying adult.

For more informati on on Sportspark acti viti es, please visit rioc.ny.gov or contact Donna
Masly at 212.832.4563 or DMasly@rioc.com
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Building it Better:
RIOC’s Engineers

nance get referred to the Main-
tenance crew and those requests 
come through Engineering, which 
oversees successful completi on of 
the work. There are so many new
requests and new issues s s thtttttt at arise 
all the ti me.”
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wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwoooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk???????????????????

““A“A“A“AAAAAA“A“AAAA“AAAAAAnynynynynnynynyynynyyy w w wwwwwwwwooooorororrorooo k kkkkk kkkk nnnnnonooonnnonnnnon t t t dododododdoddoddodonnenenene bbbbbb  bb bbbyyyyyyyy y yy coococoococoococococontntntntntntntntntttntnntntnntrarararaarr ccccccc-c-cccc-ccc
tototootooorsrsrsrsrsssr  i ii i iis ss s s ss dododododdodoneneneneen  b b b bbby y y yy MaMMMMaMaaaaaMaMaMMaaMM iiininininininininttttetetennanaaaaaancncncnccce eee uuuunuununnnnnnnunnu deder 
EnEnEnEnnnEnE gigigigiggigiigineneneneneeneererererererere iniininininininininininning’g’’g’g’g’gggggggg ss ss s s sss sss sususuuuusususupepepepervrrvisisioioooonnn.n.nnnnn  AAAAA A AA AAAA nnnnnyyyyyyyyynyyny-------
thththththththttthhinininininininninnininnggg g ggggg gg mmememememememememeemem hchchhhchchchchchchchchhchchhaaaanananananananaaana iciicicicicicciccalallalalaaalalalalalalalaa ttttttt t t t hahhhahahahahahahahahattttttttt t dodoododododoodoododoododdoeseseeseseseesseesesn’’n’n’n’n’n’nnnnnnn tttttttttt ttt
bebebebebebebebebebebbeeeeebelolololololooooongngngngngngngggg tt t tttttto o o ooo oonononononononoonnnneeeeeeeeeeee e ofofofofofoff t ttttttttt ttheheheheheheheheheeee r r rrrreseseseeesidididididdeneneneenen--
ti ti ti titi ti ti alalalalalalal b b b b bbbbuiuiuiuiuiuu ldldldldddddininnnininnngsgsgsgsgsgsg  i i i iiiss s ss s tatatatatatatakekkekekkekekekekkekekekekeeen n nn cacaacccacarerereeereeee o oooooof fffff f f f bybybybybybybybyby 

INTERVIEWED BY
ERICA WILDER & LUTHER CLEMENTEM

Turcic on-site at the Southpoint Openspace Project 



Maintenance: lighti ng around the
island, street repair, and on and on.
For instance, much of the Z-brick 
on the island is laid by contrac-
tors but when a patch needs to be 
done and we can’t get a contractor
here soon enough the bricklaying 
has been done by Maintenance.
They are skilled enough to cover 
issues like that. Also there were 59
benches installed along the prom-
enade next to Goldwater Hospi-
tal and that was done by Mainte-
nance. It may not be a huge project
but it’s not something you would
expect from a maintenance crew.  
It is especially impressive what 
they do given that if their number
was doubled it would not be diffi  -
cult to keep them busy. We have 
to carefully prioriti ze the projects 
that the Maintenance crew can 
address, since there’s way more 
work than staff  to do it.”

What’s the most common 
obstacle for engineering 
projects?

“We are a small authority that’s
forced to act like a big agency sim-
ply because of our locati on and 
jurisdicti on. Because of our size, as
in number of employees, we can-
not departmentalize the labor as, 
ideally, we would like to. The result
is that everyone is indispensable
and could troubleshoot a given sit-
uati on. This could become a defi -
cit or a benefi t. So again, it requires 
strict prioriti zing and ti me manage-
ment. 

Could you explain any major 
projects that are currently 
under way?

“We are fi nishing up refurbishing

Motorgate. The fi rst stage, paint-
ing or replacing all the rusty steel, 
re-lighti ng, and waterproofi ng is
almost complete. The Good Shep-
herd Community Center is also
almost fi nished with its improve-
ments consisti ng of heati ng and
air conditi oning, water supply, and
natural gas feed.”

How would you compare
work here with your past 
work experience?

“The projects here are the most 
interesti ng in my career. The gov-
ernment approvals involved in pre-
paring for work and making any
change is frustrati ng but it’s part 
of the job. I have also worked for 
Duchess County which operated
by county rules and Imclone which 
operated with all the freedom 
aff orded the private sector.”

How does coordinati ng with 
other city and state agencies 
aff ect your ti melines and 
processes?

“Government agencies require a 

great deal of red tape and contract-
ing something requires a ti me con-
suming bid process but all that
bureaucracy exists to make sure 
everyone is honest. Aft er all, for
government agencies, it’s taxpayer 
money that is being used. Because 
there are so many city and state 
agencies with diff ering jurisdic-
ti ons on Roosevelt Island, there are 
oft en gaps that RIOC must fi ll. For 
instance, maintenance of the origi-
nal sewers here on the Island were
not retained by the City’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
ti on (DEP) when the City turned the 
Island over to the State for devel-
opment in 1969. So, we are kind of 
on our own when it comes to storm
drainage and sewers. The relati on-
ship with Con Edison and our elec-
tricity is similar. The best example 
is probably the street lights. The
City’s cobra head street lights along 
the West Drive all the way from the 
Tram to Blackwell Park were discon-
nected in the late 1980’s back when
the Metropolitan Transportati on
Authority (MTA)  built the subway
and were only temporarily re-wired
by City DOT.”

Since you are reti ring at the
end of this year, you must 
have plans for reti rement.

“I have hobbies such as scuba div-
ing, spending ti me with my family, 
and traveling with my wife which I
hope to dedicate myself to more. 
I also plan on enjoying limited 
responsibility I think.”

Project Manager Santo Verta and Turcic
inspecti ng a rock wall at the Southpoint site

Verta at the Southpoint site with 
the Manhatt an skyline visible in 

the background
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Fall for Arts
This year’s Fift h Annual Fall for Arts
Festi val reinvented itself by highlighti ng interacti ve
workshops for children and adults of all ages. The
festi val annually draws over 3,000 students, fami-
lies, and community members for a day of culture,
music and fun. Completely open to the general pub-
lic, the event is a free of charge, one-day festi val.

Conditi ons could not have been bett er for the
annual arts fair, as the weather held at a perfect
fall temperature for the enti re weekend. For weeks
and months ahead of the main event, the Roosevelt
Island Operati ng Corporati on worked closely with
the R.I. Visual Arts Associati on to arrange a creati ve
mix of hands-on learning in visual arts, poetry, liter-
ary arts, music, dance, and theater. The result was an
abundance of parti cipati on from local New York art-
ists, arts groups and schools including students from
the School of Visual arts who hosted several hands-
on workshops such as ti e dying and mask making.
Children from the Roosevelt Island Beacon program 
collecti vely worked with Island Resident mural art-
ist Karina Aberg-Sakmar to create several 4 x 8 foot 
long murals which displayed a range of eye-catching

creati ve pat-
terns and
colors. The 
murals 
remained on 
display long 
aft er the fes-
ti val on the

lawns near Black-
well House, creat-
ing a lasti ng outdoor 
exhibit and visual
experience. 
 Festi val goers
could not keep their
eyes off  of the giant
Plexiglas butt erfl y that was suspended in the air 
supported by a web of yellow strings.  The beauti -
ful creature was a product of local arti st and fabrica-
tor of large scale art Kathleen Griffi  th, who aimed to
engage parti cipants in focusing on the ideas of mem-
ory, transformati onal beauty and hope through her
“Butt erfl y of Memories” project.  Hundreds of chil-
dren had the opportunity to create their own minia-
ture butt erfl y which depicted their renditi on of her
concept. All of their creati ons were then added to
the web of strings in the large cohesive piece. Kath-
leen’s workshop at the festi val served as an educa-
ti onal outreach component to help members of the
community access and become invested in her pro-
posed sculpture, “Butt erfl ies of Memory”, an instal-
lati on for which she is seeking approval to place
atop the newly stabilized Smallpox Hospital. RIOC’s
approval awaits engineering studies, insurance and
other assurances protecti ng the landmarked ruin.  
The project, if approved, will be ti med in conjuncti on
with the new Four Freedoms Memorial Park slated
to open in 2012. Along the way, Kathleen will work
closely with the Senior Center, the Youth and Bea-

Top: Karina Aberg-Sakmar painti ng a mural
Middle: Kathleen Griffi  th’s Butt erfl y project
Left : Renaissance Art mural painter
Photos by Paul Hakimata (top) & Maria Casotti  
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ERICA WILDER
COMMUNITY RELATIONS SPECIALIST
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con Program and PS/IS 217 to construct a smaller
scale project in the same vein that will be exhibited
inside the Motorgate Parking Garage.
 The festi val was also host to an abundance of 
roaming entertainment including a hacky sack clinic,
face painti ng for the young and young at heart as
well as an apple pressing and butt er making demon-
strati on hosted by the Wyckoff  Family Farmhouse.
For those looking for something more up-beat, the
live energeti c performances at the Meditati on Steps
and Amphitheatre would have sati sfi ed that craving. 
The line-up of music began with the hot, edgy duo
Hank and Cupcakes who set the Meditati on Steps
on fi re with their original, raw, minimalist, and over-
all impressive sound. Since arriving from Israel two
years ago, they have made waves in Brooklyn and

left  the Roosevelt Island stage with a new fan base.
Performances also included the funk and soul group
Sarrett a Wesley and the Magical, Magnum & Mack-
adocious Crew who rounded out the aft ernoon withw
classics from Bill Withers and Aretha Franklin.
 In the mix of all the festi viti es, The Faux Real 
Theatre Company of NYC hosted a two day perfor-y
mance of the classic Greek tragedy Oedipus Rex
featuring an all male cast. The audience had the
opportunity to watch the play as it would have 
been performed 2400 years ago: in brightly colored
wigs, fantasti cal costumes, and masks that served as
megaphones. The acti ng troupe was able to incorpo-
rate the colorful aestheti cs of the historically accu-
rate ancient performance by uti lizing a broad physi-

cal style of acti ng powered by live music, songs and
dancing. The audience was even served great tast-
ing roti sserie meat in the traditi on of ancient Greek
Theater.
 The overall goal of Fall for Arts is to bring the
community together while introducing visitors to the
Roosevelt Island spirit by providing ample opportu-
niti es for explorati on in diff erent mediums of art and 
to introduce the valuable art services and venues
that Roosevelt Island has to off er. Island parent and
mural arti st Karina Aberg-Sakmar said of the event: 
“I’ve parti cipated for 4 years now as a muralist and
painter and I’m always amazed at how many people
are fascinated by watching a painter do her or his
thing. I oft en feel like a magician out there and the 
questi ons I get are proof that the Arts hold a special
place in many people’s hearts – especially the chil-
dren who have it in them to make such beauti fully
free and uninhibited pictures.” With arti sts like Kar-
ina, hands-on workshops for children, musical per-
formances, and other festi viti es, the Fift h Annual
Roosevelt Island Fall for Arts Festi val was a great way
to enjoy an amazing weekend and fall in love with
the arts all over again.

“a creative mix of hands-on learning in visual 
arts, poetry, literary arts, music, dance, and theater”

Top Right: Faux-Real Theater Company’s Oedipus Rex
Middle: School of Visual Arts clay sculpti ng stati on

Bott om Right: Sagit Shir of Hank & Cupcakes
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Community Voices

As a talented arti st living on
Roosevelt Island for more than thirty years, Arline Jacoby
has not only seen many of the Island’s transformati ons
through ti me but, as a founding member of the Roosevelt
Island Visual Arts Associati on (RIVAA), she has played a piv-
otal role in bringing the arts into prominence. Recently,
we had a chance to visit her apartment and speak with
her. Walking into her living space is like entering a cross
between a gallery and a museum – she is surrounded by
artworks of her own creati on that seem to vibrate with life
and the creati ve drive that brought them into being. She
opens the blinds, explaining that she chose this apartment
for the view and not the size – the sight is certainly inspi-
rati onal. “Art landmarks a place, a thing.  Art gives impor-
tance to things that might otherwise be inconsequenti al,”
she begins. 

As a long-time resident, what do you 
see as the benefi ts of being an artist 
on Roosevelt Island?
“When I fi rst moved here over thirty years ago I loved the
views, the soothing atmosphere of wind in the trees and
glitt ering refl ecti ons in the water. It’s quite an inspirati onal
environment. The community is interesti ng whether they
are feeling playful or roused by some issue.  The people in
the morning, bustling and getti  ng ready for their day, while
not as crowded as in Manhatt an, are wonderful to watch.”

Do you see any obstacles for an artist 
living on Roosevelt Island?
“Because we are so secluded and separate from the city it
is relati vely hard to go see a play, or an exhibit of painti ngs
or sculptures.  That’s really the main problem because you
have to be part of a community of arti sts.  You have to be 
seeing new ideas and images and you have to be showing
the ideas and images that you make.”  

You’ve been an art instructor for many 
years - Tell us about your work with 
the Senior Center.
“I give an hour-long instructi on twice a week because I

enjoy seeing people learn how to see the world as an art-
ist.  Everyone has some ability to make art, it just has to be
developed.  Older people are especially interesti ng as new
arti sts because they have so much experience as observ-
ers. So when they develop their skill of producing what
they imagine they present all sorts of interesti ng perspec-
ti ves on things.”

As a member of their Board of Direc-
tors, what can you tell us about RIVAA’s 
infl uence on the community?
“There are classes, concerts, studio space, exhibiti on space
as well as exhibiti ons through schools, hospitals, and other
insti tuti ons for displaying artwork. Nonmember/visiti ng
arti sts can pay $200 to have 5 pieces shown in the gallery. 
There are also potenti al mentorship opportuniti es for up-
and-coming arti sts.”

You do so much to support other art-
ists - What are your current personal 
aspirations?
“To get more kids involved with art.  We need more kids
making art here on the island and in the rest of New York.  
They’ve cut away the arts courses in the schools and it’s just
a shame.  We should have an art studio for PS/IS 217 and
all children on the island.  I also want to produce a video
piece about Roosevelt Island with the kids of the schools
and youth centers.”

She added with a smile, “I always thought Roosevelt Island
could become an island for the arts.”

Arline Jacoby
 Artist and Long-Time Resident

a look at Island
ArtINTERVIEWED BY

ERICA WILDER & ANNA RANKIN

This interview
 has been condensed and edited.
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2010
RIOC   

Here on Roosevelt Island, 
between Fall For The Arts, R.I. 

Day, Health & Fitness Day, 
and the Halloween Parade, 

WOW! Kids have so many 
great events to look for-

ward to throughout 
the year!

”

“



Counterclockwise from top left:
Tree Lighting (2009); Outdoor Summer Mov-Tr
ie Series; Easter Egg Hunt; Octagon Soccerie Se
Field Opening; Health & Fitness Day; Fall ield O
for Arts Festival; Hispanic Heritage Month,Arts Fe
Halloween Parade in Partnership witheen Par
Urban Americanerican

Fall for Arts photographs courtesyhotogr
Maria Casotti.
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Spotlight

Youth Programming
   A look at two of Roosevelt Island’s youth enrichment organizati ons

The Roosevelt Island 
Youth Program
BY CHARLES DEFINO
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Roosevelt Island Youth Program
(RIYP) was founded in 1978 and
incorporated in 1981 by a group 
of concerned parents as a solu-
ti on to the need for youth pro-
gramming on Roosevelt Island. 
Since then, the Youth Program 
has expanded to serve the popu-
lati on of Roosevelt Island through
an expansive array of quality ser-
vices. 
 RIYP off ers classes and prac-
ti ce in a variety of arts, sports,
and skills.  Music courses in
instruments such as guitar or 
drums are available at both the
Youth Center and school loca-
ti ons at diff erent ti mes of the
year.  The Youth Program oper-
ates six days per week 42 weeks
a year to bring the community
basketball, marti al arts and wres-
tling, dance, vocals, homework 
help from licensed city teachers,
visual arts, and work with the 
Roosevelt Island Living Library. 
Now RIYP is involved with the
City of New York in their science
initi ati ve partnership with LEGO’s
roboti cs program. The Youth Pro-
gram’s teams were the Junior
Tram Bots and their Junior Highots and t
School counterparts, the Teen counterp Teen 
Bots. The Junior Tram Bots werenior were 

off ers services for families.  Each
year RIYP helps fund and coor-
dinate Roosevelt Island Day, the
Halloween Parade and Festi val
and many more island acti vi-
ti es.  Programming has included
concerts, family movies, fam-
ily game nights, men’s basket-
ball, body sculpti ng classes, and a 
very popular weight training pro-
gram.  Over 100 committ ed vol-
unteers enable the Roosevelt
Island Youth Program to achieve 
it’s most important goal: bring-
ing all Roosevelt Island residents
together.
 As part of the Roosevelt
Island Youth Program, Roosevelt 
Island’s Beacon Program provides
recreati onal and educati onal
aft er-school pursuits for elemen-
tary and middle school students. 
The Beacon Program uti lizes bothh
PS/IS 217 and 506 Main Streetet
in additi on to the public ameni-
ti es of Roosevelt Island to host
its over 40 acti viti es during theng 
course of its operati onal year,al yea
July 1st to June 31st.  These pro-These p
grams consist of open gym andn gy
structured basketball leagues for
ages 5 and up, indoor and out-o
door soccer leagues, and a free league a fre
Litt le League sancti oned baseball gue sancti baseb
program (programs are unisex).(pr e uni
Additi onally, fl ag football and b
a host of various outdoor anda 
indoor recreati onal acti viti es i d recre
keep the community’s children fi the comm

the youngest team parti cipati ng 
in the program last year, yet they 
fi nished 13th out of 26 teams and
received special honors for com-
peti ti veness and team spirit.  This
year RIYP will parti cipate in a city-
wide initi ati ve with the Depart-
ment of Youth and Community

Development and the New York
Academy of Sciences to provide
acti viti es in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math.  The
partnership’s goals are to expose 
gift ed yet disadvantaged youth 
to science and math concepts in
fun, informal environments and 
to off er opportuniti es to meet
and talk with scienti sts about
what they do and how their work
impacts our world.
 The youth center has ex-
tended its weekend hours to
accommodate the needs of island 
children unti l early March whenwhen
baseball season begins.  Though eason be ough
RIYP is a “Youth” Program, it alsoYouth” Pro
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for life.
In the summer, RIYP off ers 

an 8 am to 6 pm Summer Camp 
for over 200 youth ages 6 to 13.  
At the camp, children receive 
breakfast, lunch and a snack, 
swim every day, and take fi eld 
trips at least once per week. The 
staff  is comprised of many Island 
residents and past campers.  In 
fact, over the past 30 years, Roos-
evelt Island Youth Program has 
been the largest employer of 
Island youth.  Even more, RIYP has 
helped more than 1,000 youth go 
to college and assisted another 
50 youth to receive apprenti ce-
ships in over fi ve diff erent fi elds.

Email the Roosevelt Island Youth 
Program at riypsid@aol.com.

Island Kids
BY NIKKI LEOPOY N POLD

ROGRAM DIRECTORPROG ECTOR

Island Kids is a not-for-
profi t organizati on that provides niza ovid
top quality, individualized pro-y, individ d pro-
grams and services to all families rvices to lies 
and children living on Roosevelt ng velt 
Island. They are currently in the 
process of expanding to meet the 
needs of the community, therebyther
fi lling the gaps where no current current 
programming exists. While bal-bal-
ancing aff ordability with quality is i
a constant challenge, the organi-
zati on is able to off er classes com-
parable to those in Manhatt an at 
signifi cantly lower prices and pro-
vide scholarships to ensure that 
the largest number of children 
can take advantage. Island Kids’ 
goal is to provide top quality, fun, 
exciti ng, diverse and aff ordable 
programs and services, specifi -
cally designed for all the families 
and children of Roosevelt Island. 

The Program’s enrich-
ment acti viti es include Music, 
Art, Tumbling for Toddlers, Aft er 
School Programming for School 
Aged Children with a focus on Aged Children with a focus on

the arts and sciences, and a sum-
mer camp. In additi on, Island Kids 
facilitates a New Parents Support
Group, an important resource
for Roosevelt Island families. As
rewarding as parenthood can be,
it is oft en wrought with isolati on, 
frustrati on and uncertainty. The
support program is designed to 
address this reality, by providing 
a safe environment for parents
to receive support and discuss
issues of importance.
 The program’s highly suc-
cessful summer camp for chil-
dren aged 4-10 allows campers
to enjoy a summerti me of fun
and explorati on through a well-
balanced program incorporat-
ing swimming, sports, arts and 
craft s, fi eld trips and more. High
quality instructi on for all acti v-
iti es is ensured by hiring profes-
sional teachers/instructors for all 
programming.  Island Kids is sen-
siti ve to the needs of the younger 
campers especially, ensuring that
programs are not only high cali-
ber, but that they help nurture 
and develop skills, build confi -
dence, and challenge and sup-
port them.  For many younger 
campers, the Island Kids Day
Camp is their fi rst experience in 
a full-day program and it helpsll-da
them prepare for their entrancem prep
into Kindergarten. For returninginderg
campers, it provides an opportu-ers, it
nity to play “big brother/sister” 
as an experienced camper.  While 
Island Kids may not be able to sland no
run the Camp completely free of n the C omplet
charge, the program does strive ge, the m do
to keep Camp pricing aff ord-ricing
able, parti cularly in comparison 
to similar Manhatt an-based Dayy
Camps.  For the 2010 Camp Sea-201 a-
son, $30,000 in Scholarships were cholarshi
awarded to kids who might oth-ho migh
erwise have been without struc-h
tured summer acti viti es.
 Island Kids conti nues to
pursue grants that allow fur-
ther growth. In the near future, 

the organizati on hopes to iden-
ti fy an appropriately sized, larger
permanent space on the Island. 
This would allow the program
to further expand its off erings
to include a social service com-
ponent, providing much needed
resources that currently do not
exist on Roosevelt Island.  To that
end, the organizati on has already 
implemented a Support Group 
for Foster Families and hopes to
expand into support services for
single parents as well as GED ser-
vices.

Island Kids believes that quality 
children’s programming, avail-
able to everyone, is imperati ve 
in a small community like Roos-
evelt Island.  A supporti ve net-
work of adults is the great-
est step to achieving children’s
goals.  Accordingly, Island Kids
welcomes suggesti ons and input
from parents who have program
ideas, or who see a void in youth 
service off erings that Island Kids 
can step in to fi ll.

mail Island Kids at islandkidsri@Ema
gmail.com.   gma

26



Upcoming Events
on Roosevelt Island

DECEMBER
R&R Holiday Concert
Sat. Dec. 18, 8 PM -10 PM
As part of the R&R Concert
Series, join us for the Holiday
Concert at the Good Shepherd 
Community Center

FEBRUARY
Black History Month
Celebrati on
Sat. Feb. 26, 6 pm
Good Shepherd Community Cen-
ter plays host to a free celebra-r
ti on of Black History Month fea-
turing live music, educati onal
speakers and great food!

Good Shepherd Sunday 
Concert Series
Sun. Feb. 6, 2:30 PM
Treat your ears to great Classi-
cal music at the Good Shepherd 
Community Center!

MARCH
Women’s History Month 
Celebrati on
Sat. Mar. 19, 3 pm
Speakers, arti sts and musicians
will provide inspiring lessons at
the RIVAA Gallery as a part of y
the Island’s annual Women’s His-
tory Month celebrati on.

APRIL
Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Sun. Apr. 17, 2 pm
Bring your children (ages 1-10)

to the newly built Southpoint 
Openspace for a great fam-
ily weekend event. Children can
spend ti me hunti ng for eggs, 
playing games with family and 
friends or taking pictures with
the Easter Bunny. Children must
be accompanied by an adult to
parti cipate.

Earth Day Event
Fri. Apr. 22
Join us for a fun and informati ve 
event focused on preserving our 
planet!

Photo from the 2010 Outdoor Summer Movie Series

Have questi ons? Need directi ons? Visit rioc.ny.gov or call us at (212) 832-4540!

Lighthouse Park/East Promenade
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and take
advantage of your

community sports center!
For pool, faciliti es and special events schedules please visit rioc.ny.gov!

New Year’s
Resolution?

Come to


